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CHAPTER I 
THE PROBLEM 
Statement of the Problem 
The purpo se of this study i s  to trace the deve lopment 
of secondary e duc ati on 1n Cocke County, Tenne ssee, from its  
earliest incep tion to the pr�sent time , show ing the influence 
or the e conomic, soc ial , and politi cal conditions or the 
various periods upon the educati onal policy and curri culum 
practice of the pre sent day schools. 
To this end, a study of the early explorati ons , the 
" 
e conomic, s ocial, and political background ot the county 
beginning in 1797 has been made. 
Perhaps the s chool is  a be tte r measure of the 
characteristics of s ocie ty than any other ins titution; the re ­
fore, a documented account of educational practice in the 
county over a period or more than a century and a half, 
based upon conditions in a still more remote pa st  and illus­
trative of the progres s  of c ivilizat ion, become s a task or 
considerable interest  and importance. In a very s imple 
socie ty ,  it is conce ivable that the e ducational needs can be 
me t within the family rel ati onship. In a more complex 
soc ie ty, ins truction by others may supplement instruction · 
within the famil7. But as needs grow and social relation-
ships become more and more complex, the schools are required 
to insure tran�mission of the cultural pattern. The growing 
complexity or living, which is shown in this study, and .the 
challenges made to the schools have brought upon the schools 
in Cocke County, from both withi"n and without, influences. 
resulting in the assumption of new responsibilities. 
Importance of the Study · 
2 
This study is important because it will provide infor­
mation to students of Cocke County history, particularly to 
those interested in the field ot secondary education, show 
possibilities tor curriculum improvement in the schools, and 
point out the forces that have influenced the curriculum in 
the past and will have influence in the future; give the 
present day educator in Cocke County a time perspective to 
his tasks and the day-by-day problems that he races. 
This survey of events may be used to develop fruitful 
generalizations from past experiences to act as controls for 
behavior in the present or future. A historical study such 
as this one may contribute to the understanding ot contemporarr 
problems, detect fads and frills, and act as a solvent for 
pedagogical prejudices. The writer intends to throw a light 
,- on the current problems, and to present facts which may be 
appl�ed to social situations, or to the interests; activities, 
and problems of educational workers. 
Review of Related Studies 
There are very few studies directl y related to the 
curriculum and education in Coc ke County,  Tennessee. Many 
studies how ever were related indirectly in that they gave 
3 
ideas and were he lpful in making this study. Some of these 
are: c. D. Kingsley ' s  Report on the Committee of Nine in the 
Arti culat ion of High School and College,·N. L. Bos s ing ' s  
Course of Study Cons truc tion,  A . C. McKowan ' .s Trend of  College 
Entrance Requirements, Galen Jones' Extra Curric ul ar Activit ie s 
in Relation to Curri culum , E. N. Ferris' Curriculum Practices  
and Trends in Secondary Schools , Evelyn B .  Phillip ' s  Analysis 
of Curriculum of Small High Schools, and Andrew Holt's 
Struggle for a State System of Public Schools in Tenness ee . 
These studies helped show why the curriculum of some schools 
has been changed. Thi s s tudy is of a partic ular c ounty, but 
the mentioned s tudies helped to form the hypothe se s f or this 
one. 
In order that the m aterial be ob taine d from primary 
sources, the various offices of the county were vi s i te d ,  
reports were copied, and to wn reports secured whenever avail• 
able. No one in town had a complete file of reports . School 
officials and elderly inhabitants of the town were inter­
viewed s o  that the fullest information concerning the pa s t  
and present �ducational conditions might be gained. 
Information pertaining to the first academie s  and the 
later high s chools has been chronicled from copie s  of items 
in early new spapers, sc�apbooks , and town hi storie s .  
The Newport Library, as w ell  as  the Univers ity of 
Tenne ssee Library and the Lawson-McGhee Library of Knoxville , 
Tenne s see , furnished important s ources of information. 
Hypotheses  tor this  Study 
1. The change in population is  a factor causing 
revision of  the curriculum. 
2. The e conomic s tatus or the community influence s  
change in the curriculum. 
3. The demands of the community he lp curriculum 
planners to build curri culum. 
4. The probable future employment of the graduate s 
helps de termine the curriculum . 
5. The extra curricular program affects the 
curriculum. 
6. The re quirements tor college entrance he lp 
determine the curriculum . 
7. The location ,  type , arrangement, and facilitie s 
) 
ot the buildings help control the curriculum. 
8 • .  The accredit ing standards he lp ,control  the 
curriculum. 
s 
Procedure s 
1. A background stud7 ot_Cocke County was made to 
determine change in popula tion ,  e conomic status of the people , 
and pos s ible employment of the graduat e s . 
2. A study w as made of the e arly academies  in order 
to understand the f oundat ion and base s for the present 
s chools . 
3. The devel opment of e ach high s chool was traced with 
an e spe cial che ck upon curriculum c�ange . · 
4. People in the community were inte rvie wed to  find 
out their  demands and re sult s from them.  
S. Re cords in  the superintendent's office we re che ck­
ed for enrollment re cords , sub jects t aught , and mone y avail­
able . 
6. Extra curricular activitie s were li sted and ·the 
ye ar they be gan; the se lis ts  were compared w i th the change s 
in the curriculum .  
1. Ind us tri e s  were lis ted· that offe red e mployment to 
the gradua te s. 
8. Census reports were che cked to  find the population 
of the s e ct ions of the county around the schools , and from 
school reports grow th in the s chools and �he curriculum were 
compared to the se . 
9. Re cords were che cked in the courthouse offi ce s ,  
other w ritten re cords we re checked , notes  t aken from interviews 
6 
with pe ople who know about Cocke County, and all of this 
material was compared to the change s made in the curriculum 
of the high schools of the county. 
CHAPrER II 
A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
COCKE COUNTY, TENNESSEE 
Introduc tion 
Thi s background s tudy of Cocke County, Tenne s see,  was 
made in orde r to unders tand the de velopment and growth of 
.the county from its first  se ttlement and to show how thi s 
development influe nce s the deve lopment of the scho ols. To 
know the ge ography of the county wi ll prove of vital impor­
tance to the re ader so that he may unders tand the live s  of 
the e arly pe ople and the ir demands in educ at ion.  A s tudy of 
the origin or the pe ople will give the re ader a knowle dge of 
the nature, de sire s, and cultural background of the fore­
fathe rs of Cocke County . It wa s quite ne ce s s ary t o study the 
industrie s  of the county in orde r to de termine the ec onomics,  
the type s or  oc cupat ions available to  the ·pe ople, and thus 
the needs or the curri culum of the school. Know ing the 
poli tical·background of the county and the pe ople per.mi ts the 
re ader  to be tte r unders tand the people , their de s i res, and 
the ir  thinking . To have an unders tanding of the force s that 
are united to  improve the county will he lp the reader  to 
re ali ze how the curriculum of the school is affe cted by the se 
out s ide force s .  
8 
The Oeosraphy of Cocke County 
Mountains 
Cocke County lies in the shape of a triangle with its 
base resting against the Great Smoky Mountains ( See Figure I ) . 
It is bounded on the north and northeast by Hamblen and Greene 
Counties and on the west and southwest by Sevier and Jerrerson. 
The Great Smokies are survivals of the earliest geological 
times and one or the oldest land areas on earth.1 
English Mountain is located twelve miles southwest of 
Newport. Sand cliffs run forty to fifty feet high for almost 
three miles northeast and southwest on English Mountain. 
There are saltpetre caves here which are said to contain nitre 
in sufficient quantities to have attracted Civil War man­
ufacturers of gunpowder.2 Camp Carson, a Baptist training 
camp, has been built at the foot or this English Mountain and 
is becoming a popular resort. 
The Unaka Range in Cocke County contains a peculiar 
granite, named unakite for the mountains. It lacks mica con-
tent and contains an unusual mineral, epidote, that gives it 
1 Clyde E .  Lundy, Holston Horizons ( Bristol: Holston 
C�nterence Council, 1947), p. 26. · 
2 
Ruth w. O'Dell, Over the Misty Blue Hills ( Nashville: 
Ruth W. O'Dell, 1950), p. 65. 
9 
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a greenish t inge .3 
Mount Guyot (6 , 621 fe et al titude) i s  between Cocke and' 
Sevie r  Counti e s  in Tenne s see and Haywood County in North 
C arolina . Thi s mountain was name d for Arnold Guyot, a nat ive 
of Sw it zerl and who made explorat. ions  in the Southern 
Appalachians .4 This mountain is C ocke County's highe s t  peak . 
Hall's Top , located s ix mile s southwest of Newp ort, i s  
3 , 609 fe e t  high . On Hall' s Top are 700 acres  of land firs t 
owned by Finney who swappe d it to the Hall's . This mountain 
now bel ongs to Col . Everette Gre e r ,  of  Washington, D. C., who 
intends to  deve lop i t  int o a private mount ain re s ort for re-
t ired government employee s . A high tower of steel on this 
mount ain commands an exce llent view or the surround ing 
country . 5 
Max P atch Mountain (4 , 660 fe e t  altitude) runs along 
the state line and belongs t o·the Bald Mountain Range , located 
in Cocke , Greene , and'Uni coi Countie s in Tenne s see and t o  
' 
Haywood , Mad i s on,  and Yancey Count ies  in North Carolina .
6 
This p e ak i s  twent$ mile s s outheas t  of  Newport and is  e as ily 
re ached by an excellent highway le ading to the top . It i s  a 
mountain airport ; plane s land occas ionally on the top of 
3nepartment or Conservat ion, Tenne ssee  ( New York: 
V iking Pre s s , 1939), p .  11 . . .  
40 1De ll ,  �· cit . ,  p .  62. 
-
5 - . of Conservation , c it . , P• 431. Department .2!?.. -
6· 
Ibid. 
ll 
Max Patch. 
White Rock (S,025 feet·altitude) is densely wooded to 
the top except for the white rock which is a mass of sand­
stone resembling granite running 500 feet along the north 
side of the Park. The Board of Geographic�! Names has 
changed the name of White Rock to Mount Cammerer for Arno B. 
Cammerer, Director of National Park Service from 1933 to 
1941.7 
Neddy's Mountain is three miles east of Newport. 
This mountain is used by local Cocke County people for their 
hiking trails. The trails are easy to follow, and they are 
used often. 
The Great Smoky M�untains, forming the border betwe�n_ 
Tennessee and North Carolina, cover about one-half of Cocke 
County. Newport is the northern doorway to the Great Smoky 
National Park. Of the 237,280 acres of Cocke County, 17,170 
acres are the Park, 6,000 acres are in the Pisgah Forest, 
35,076 acres in the Cherokee National Forest, and the John 
Sevier Game Preserve is a tract of 125,000 acres, with a 
valley of 1 0,000 acres of virgin timber. Nature, through its 
mountains, played no little part in cementing the settlers. 
Cut off from the seaboard communities by the mountains, they 
laid the foundations for the ensuing civilization. These 
7 O'Dell, �· �., P• 63. 
12 
mountains of Cocke County are becoming more and more resort 
centers. The people of this area continue to be of one 
interest as in blood. The same mountain fences stand. These 
mountains are the homes of hardy souls who prefer rugged life 
to outside civilization. 
Rivers 
Cocke County is traversed by three rivers; the French 
Broad, the Pigeon, and the Nolichucky (See Figure II). The 
rivers of Cocke County have been important in the development 
of the county. The changes have been far reaching. There 
have been.great results from the building of dams, generation 
of power, and far.m economy. 
The French Broad, known to the Cherokees as the Agiqua 
(Broad), rises in North Carolina and flows through Cocke 
County to meet the Holston at a point four miles above Knox­
ville where it becomes the Tennessee. The French Broad is· 
from five to fifteen feet deep and has rocky shores. 
The Pigeon was known to the Indians as the Wayeh, 
Indian name tor beautiful maiden. The bluffs ot Pigeon are 
high and rocky through Newport, the county seat. There is a 
dam, Waterville Dam, on the Pigeon River twenty-five miles 
southeast ot Newport at Waterville, near Mount Sterling _on 
the state line between Tennessee and North Carolina. From 
this 183 toot dam to the turbines there is a six mile tunnel 
with a drop of 861 feet. The power plant is on the North 
I . 
�* �0� ' 
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Carolina side of the state line, but most of the power comes 
to Tennessee. The dam is owned by the North Carolina Power 
Company.B 
The Nolichucky has an Indian name meaning dangerous 
stream or crooked waters. This river is often called the 
Chucky by Cocke County people. There are many flour mills 
on this river. 
The stream, Oven Creek, near Harned's Chapel, has over 
it two Natural Bridges called the Big Oven and the Little 
Oven. The larger of these limestone bridges, fifty feet wide 
and one hundred fifty feet long, has an arch about fifteen 
feet above the creek. Water flows under this bridge only in 
rainy seasons since Oven Creek disappears underground at a 
point two hundred yards east or the Big Oven and reappears 
again about the same distance west of the bridge. Between 
the bridges is a tunnel-cave three hundred yards long, with a 
ceiling fifteen to twenty feet high. This is known as the 
Roaring Hole because of the noise made by the water rushing 
through it. About fifty feet from the entrance there is a 
vertical shaft called the Chimney, which penetrates the ceil­
ing and forms an·opening through the roor.9 The highway 
passes over the Big Oven. ·In the summer of 1952, the Parrotts­
ville Ruritan Club undertook the project of developing the 
8Ib�d, p. 67. 
9Department of Conservation, �· �., p. 432. 
15 
Natural Bridge into a s cenic spot for t ouri st s. 
The people of Cocke County have fe lt the blessings of 
the se rive rs. The rive rs have been used to  provide water-
ground corn me al at t he ir e i ghteenth c entury gri s t  mills , 
power for s aw mill s , and for transportation. Since the coming 
of the Tenne s see Valle y Authority,  t he pe ople of  Co cke County 
. . 
have re al ize d more benefits  from the ir rivers.  The farme rs , 
and othe rs of mod e s t  e state , have bene fited gre atly by the 
availability or che ap ele ctric p ower. The lake s ,  forraed by 
the high dams , are irregul ar in t heir  contours; the.gathe re d 
w ate rs , pus he d  into the ravine s whe re fore sts  come down to  
the lake's edge , brought fish to the farme r's doorstep . Fish, 
wild game , and othe r  waterfowl invite hunters and f ishers. 
Douglas  Dam , on the French Broad River,  cove rs 4,244 acre s of 
rich rive r  bot t oms of Cocke County . ( See Figure II) 
Highways 
'The e arly set tle rs of Cocke County arrived by various 
route s ,  principally over land trails which often follow e d  
� 
s tre ams and valleys and s ought gaps in the high range s of the 
mountains.10 The Indian Trails had followe d the trails of the 
buffalo; they traversed t he county in trails ab out one and 
one-hal·f fee t w ide. The se went around thicket s  and f ollowed 
ridge s or highw ays wh i ch dried quickly . As more and more 
l0John B .  Knox , Pe ople o f  Tenne sse e  (Knoxv ille : 
Univers ity of Tenne s see Press, 1949 ) , P• 4 .. 
16 
settlers moved westward, the Indian Trails gradually were 
made wider and after a while it be_came possible to dri ve. over· 
them in wagons. By 1784, wagons had cut grooves in the land 
we�t of· the mountains; bridle paths connecting the settle­
ments broadened into roads.ll (S�e Figure III) 
The Catawba Trail followed the south sid'e of French 
Broad Valley. This route of travel had been used by the 
Catawba Indians, of the Carolinas, who passed through on to 
Cumb�-land Gap. The Great War Path of the Cherokees was from 
Chicamauga, near Chattanooga, and divided near Boyd's Creek 
Ba�tleground to the north. One of these divisions 'of the 
trail followed what is now Highway 35 from Sevierville to 
Newport. This Great War Path crossed Pigeon River at War 
Ford (Newport). From War Ford the trail crossed the French 
Broad near the present bridge at Oldtown and on following tha 
mountains south of Greeneville. 
In 1784 the first road was c onstructed in what is now 
Cocke County by white men who built the road from War Fo�d 
to the Nolichucky River at a place where the trail was 
crossed by the Great War Path of·the Cherokees.12 In 1793, 
the Court of Jefferson County, of which Cocke Cour�ty. was then 
a part, appointed Peter Huff, Spencer Rice, John McNabb, 
11 Lundy, ££• cit., p. 1. 
12 J. G. M. Ramsey, Annals of T�:.:'1assee (Charleston: 
Russell Printing, 1853), p. 278. 
l);v 
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Wil-iam Lillard, Jos eph Rutherfo�d, Thomas Chris tian, 
Alexander Rogers , and Henry Patton a committee to lay off a 
road from the mouth of the Pigeon up the south side of the 
French Broad to War Ford on Pi�eon River.13 In 1795, a 
communication from Vanderhorst of South Carolina s ent to 
Governor William Blount and by him to the Territorial 
Legis lature propos ed "'"-'�- by joint action of that state and 
the Southwes t Territory a road be l aid out and improved to 
run up the French Broaq and Pigeon into Buncombe· County , North 
Carolina.14 This was needed to accommodate the pas sage of 
lives tock into South Carolina. The Knoxville Gazette of 
July 31, 1795, announced that two wagons had arrived in Knox­
ville from South Carolina, '�having pas sed through the Moun-
tains11• 
On October 26, 1799, an act was pas sed by the Tennes s ee 
Legis lature authorizing the county court of Cocke County to 
open a road from near Newport to cross the mountains by the 
way of the Pigeon into Georgia.15 An act was pass ed by the 
legis lature in 1804 to empower the county courts to lay off 
public roads , to establish fer�ies , and to determine where 
13 
Goods peed, His tory of Tennes s ee (Nas hville: 
Goods peed Printing Company , 18e6), p. 864. 
�O'Dell, �· cit. , p. 69. 
15 . � 
· Tennes see Acts 1792-1803, ·p. 207. 
19 
bridges should be built. 16 
The Greene County Court Minutes of 1817 -1819 record 
that Reuben Allen was overs eer of the road, from the ford of 
the river near George Farnsworth's , to the road leading from 
Wils on's Ford to Fine's Ferry. 
An Act of As s embly on November 1, 1833, was to authorize 
William F. Gillett to open a turnpike road, corr�encing at New­
port in Cocke County , and running up the s outh s ide of the 
French Broad River to Holland's Ferry. This road was to be 
eighteen feet wide, clear of s tumps and other obs tructions . 
Good s ufficient bridges were to be built over the creeks. 17 
During the firs t s es s ion of the twenty -s econd General 
.As s embly of the State, an Act was pass ed on January 17 , 1838, 
naming commis s ioners to inco1�orate the Newport Turnpike 
Company along with other companies . Thos e named were: 
Thomas Rogers , Alexander E. Smith, James Daws on, William C. 
Roadman, Samuel Has kins , John Stuart, R. W. Pulliam, John 
Tillett� N. L. Rees e, William Robins on, David Harned, Abraham 
Fine, George W. Carter, and Stephen Huff. They were to open 
books for the purpos e of receiving s ubs criptions to the amount 
of $200,000 to be applied to the purpos e of making a macad­
amized turnpike road from Elizabethton by the way of Jones -
16charles Lynnval Larew, His toric Tennes see (Knoxville: 
Historic Tennes s ee Publis hing Company,·1937 ), p. 24. 
17· 
Greene County Court Minutes 1833, p. 30. 
20 
boro and Greeneville to Newport.l8 
In 1915, a highway commission was established, and 
with the Act of Congress of 1916, authorized the Department 
of Agriculture to aid the State in constructing rural post 
roads. Cocke County then began to have more· and better 
roads.19 
Today, Newport is the meeting place for many high­
ways. U. S. 25 East is the short line from Corbin, Kentucky; 
U. S. 25 West runs from Corbin via Norris Dam, via Knoxville 
to Newport on to North Carolina to the Atlantic Coast, the 
Broadway of America; U. s. 25 runs into Asheville, North 
Carolina. Route 35 comes from Greeneville to Newport, via 
Sevierville and Knoxville. Route 411 runs from Parrotts­
ville to Newport to Sevierville. Route 75 leads from Newport 
to the Great Smokies via Cosby. This route �s fourteen miles 
to the Park Area; the new name for this road is the Gov. Ben 
W. Hooper Highway. The Yellow Springs Mountain Road, a 
Government project, leaves Routes 25 and 70 about three miles 
east of Newport, turns south and winds around Yellow Springs 
Mountain through Raven's Branch to Brown's Gap at the 
Tennessee-North Carolina State line. The Appalachian Trail 
passes through Cocke County.· There are seventy-one and a 
fraction miles of state highway in Cocke County�0(see Figure III) 
l8Tennessee Acts 1837-1838, p. 348. 
19Larew, ££• cit., p. 24. 
� 
20Tom Campbell, 11Cocke County", Newport Times, February 
1940.' 
21 
The establishment of parks and forests brought a nat­
work of concrete and asphal t roads. v1hile most of these 
highways keep to the valleys, por t�ons of them necessarily 
cross the mountains. In a growing number of communities good 
roads have been b uil t which put ·the county's children and 
young people within reach of the best schools the state and 
count� can afford. Urban and rural life are fast growing · 
together. 
Railroads 
Following rumor s  that a railroad was to be built from 
the East into Tennessee, a charter was granted by the Leg­
islature in the winter of 1831 to the Knoxville and Southern 
Rail road Company.21 A dispatch from Knoxville telling of the 
appointment of delegates appeared in the Jonesboro papers, 
but this roa d failed to materialize. 
The first railroad survey made in Cocke County came 
to Newport via Caney Branch and Parrottsville, parallel with 
the Ol d Stage Road to Washington. Some construction was done 
in the Caney Branch section by the James and New River Raii­
road Company in 1841. This project was abandoned. 
The first railroad t o  be built was owned locally by a 
group of stockholders with General Smith as the first president. 
After the road was completed, in the western section of the 
21 Private Acts of Tennessee of 1831. 
22 
county, the company reorganized and made Col. William 
McFarland the president. The road went into receivership to 
William and Robert McFarland, two attorneys who sold the 
company's interests to the Cincinnati, Cumberland Gap, and 
the Charleston Railroad Company·in 1857.22 A history of 
Tennessee states that on December 24, 1867, the Cincinnati, 
Cumberland Gap, anu Charleston Railroad was completed from 
Knoxville as far as Newport, on the farm lands of Thomas and 
David Gorman.23 By 1868, the road was completed through 
� 
Cocke County and beyond to Buffalo Rock, North Carolina, and 
the traffic was transferred across the mountain by state 
coach to Asheville, North Carolina. 
The railroad later became the property of the East 
Tennessee, Virginia, and Georgia Company, and Robert McFarland 
Jones became the first conductor. The next and present owner 
was Southern Railway. This co mpany pays into Cocke County 
. . 
$40,000 per year in taxes, has a yearly payroll of as much as 
$38,000, and employs as many as sixty people in the county. 
It operates two passenger trains and about for�y-eight freight 
trains through the county daily, in 1952. There are forty­
eight miles of railroad in Cocke County.24 ( see Figure IV) 
22o'Dell, �· cit., p. 190. 
23Go�dspeed, ££· cit., p. 865. 
24oepartment of Conservation, �· cit., p. 6. 
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Hart and Holloway built a railroad cal led the Tennessee 
and North Carolina in 1901 into the lumber territory as far 
as Mount Sterling. This has since been discontinued leaving 
the railroa d bed. This railro ad which crawled along the side 
of the French Bro ad River was valuable to transport precious 
resources to the world beyond. 
The People of Cocke County 
Origin 
Tennessee grew from the east, thus Cocke Co�nty 
followed the pattern which characterized the settlement of 
the state. DeSoto is reputed to have been the first wJhite 
man to see the Southern Appalachian region, .in the year 
1.540 .• 2.5 It seems to be generally agreed that Daniel Boone 
entered Tennessee from North Carolina as early as 1760.26 
After the negotiation of the treaty of Lochabar with the 
Cherokees, immigrants entered the eastern section of Tennessee 
from the Piedmont section of Virginia and North Carolina and 
from the settlements of the Holston Valley of Southwest 
Virginia. Cocke County became the area in which migrants from 
the Pennsylvania-Virginia region and the South and North 
Carolina regions converged. 
2.5Goodspeed, ££• cit., p. 108. 
26Knox, loc. cit. 
25 
Cocke County, Tennessee, so distant from the coast 
line, was exempt from European visitors until increase in the 
population in the coast settlements caused the more restless 
spirits to �oek new homes in the wilderness.27 In 1769, the 
wave of immigration poured over the mountains which had so 
long stemmed its tide. 
Nationalities 
Many nationalities of the Old World living in remote 
outposts have been welded into one people upon the anvil of 
hard conditions. Their spirit, manners, and morals were 
fashioned out of a mold produced by mutual understanding. To 
the more civilized colonies along the coast, they were known 
as backwoodsmen; by that cognomen their descendants are known 
in some quarters today. Often they are the butt of absurd 
and distorted jokes and stor�es, but these rugged people, 
isolated in the mountains, are content to live as the first 
white settlers. Whatever their eccentricities, no �ne will 
ever doubt that they were Americans in the rough. Many 
settlers lost themselves in the vastness of the forest and 
the mountains. Here they staked their lives and matched 
their strength. Sometimes there may be found those who use 
the mountains for hideouts to evade justice of the law. 
27 
Nellie Van De Grift, Stories of the States (New 
York: Crowell, 1941), p. 275._ 
26 
Some of them resented the Tennessee Valley Authority.resettle­
ment program and the bringing in of outlanders with new­
fangled ideas. Cocke County has ever been the home of hardy 
souls who prefer the ruggedness of life there to the veneer 
of civilization. 
The first settlement in what is now Cocke County was 
in the Parrottsville section in 17 69, by John Parrott who 
came fro m Alsace-Lorraine. ?rederick Parrott, John's father, 
had married Barbara Edwards, an English lady. Their five sons 
served in the Revolutionary War. One of these five, John, 
came to Parrottsville section and acquired several hundred 
acres of land, according to early records. 
In 17 82, settlements were formed south of the French 
Broad River. This part of Cocke County, south of the French 
Broad and Pigeon Rivers, was the Hunting Ground of the 
Cherokee's. Of this intrusion the Cherokees complained to 
Governor Martin of North Carolina, who wrote to Colonel John 
Sevier to warn the intruders off the land reserved to the 
Indians, and if they did not move according to the warning, 
he was to go forth with a body of militia and pull down every 
cabin. 
In 17 83, John Gilliland, who had taken an active part 
in organizing the State of Franklin, settled at the mouth of 
Pigeon River. This Gilliland family came from Tryon County, 
North Carolina. William Whitson Jr. then settled on Pigeon 
27 
River in Cocke County in 1783. His home located near Wilton 
Springs became known as William Whitson Fort (See Figure V). 
Soon Qfter 1783, John Denton Jr. moved from North Carolina to 
the Pigeon and settled on the spot that bears his name. Jacob 
Faubion and his brother, French·Hugenots from Culpepper County, 
Virginia, settled one mile west of Ned dy 's Mountain on land 
entered by the government These French Hugenots who came 
from the Virginias and the Carolinas boasted of such men as 
John Sevier, who had Anglicized his name from the French 
Xavier. The Morrells, Smiths, and 01Dells were also of French 
descent. One of the eQ�liest recorde� land grants f �this 
section was issued October 14, 1783 to John Huff. This was 
in the French Broad Valley near Del Rio. Huff Fort, located 
on this grant, was one of the f our forts of Cocke County 
(See Figure V). 
In 1784, a colony settled on the land now known as 
Dutch Bottoms. These early settlers were largely from 
Pennsylvan�a. They were thrifty , independent, industrious, 
hard working people who did not enjoy fighting but went in and 
bought land that was already cleared. This settlerr.ant north 
of the French Broad was chiefly of Boyers and Ottingers. The 
Fine family was Holland Dutch, �he Easterley s of German descent, 
and the Peck family came from Germany.28 Abraham NcKay built 
28 Goodspeed, on. 
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29 
a fort on the French Broad Val:ey, Dutch Bottoms, three miles 
from Newport. 
In 1784, sever�l persons located in the fertile section 
known as the Irish Bottoms. These p eople, of Irish descent, 
included George McNutt, Josiah,·Benjamin, and Alexander Rogers, 
Cornelius McGuinn, and Joseph and William Dougherty.29 
A settlement on the Pigeon River made by John McNabb, 
at Wilton Springs, w as on land procured from the State of 
North Carolina in 1787. The land warrant called for 400 acres 
of land and in eluded the Big Spring and the Indian town near 
it. When this land was surveyed, there proved to be almost 
800 acres. There were a number of settlers of Scotch-Irish 
descent who possesed refinement and education: William 
Garret, William Gilliland, William Lillard, John McNabb, 
William Jobe, Peter Fine, Abraham McKay, Samuel Jack, and Col. 
Alexander Smith. Other of these Scotch-Iris h settlers were 
roving adventurers, uneducated, unpolished, but d aring and 
determined and valued their blood as cheaper consideration 
for a rich tract of land than their money.3° Mos t of thes e 
people however were hard working and believed in education 
for everybody. 
29 865 Ibid. I p. • 
30· 
W. J. McSween, Tennessee Historic Materials (Knoxville: 
Historic Records Survey,.l936)� p • .  8 • .  
30 
Wood's Fort was loc ..... ·::;ed five miles from Nev�port on the 
banks of the French 3�oad River. Between the years 1788-1789, 
the people of the c ounty were h oused in the f our f ol�ts of the 
county f or protection against the Indian raids. 
The Driskill pioneers, called 01Driskill in :reland, 
came to Cocke County from Virginia before 1800. The Ball 
family also came from Ireland. 
Several families wh o had settled in the county were 
settled on land gr ants from the State of Tennessee. The 
Sandusky Land Grant, No. 873, from the State of Tennessee t o  
Emanuel Sandusky, a Scotsman, was issued May 10, 1810, signed 
by Willie Blount, Governor, and Eli Scott, Register of East 
Tennessee. Sandusky had been a soldier in the Revolutionary 
War.3l The Dawson family had many sons who fought in the same 
war; this family claims to be descended from European Royalty. 
Today ninety-seven percent of the natives of Cocke 
County are of Anglo Saxon blood. 3
2 
The remaining three per 
cent includes the Negro race as well as other nationalities. 
These Anglo Saxons of Cocke County will have no religious 
autocrat between them and their God. The separati on of church 
and state is part of their Magna Charta. If abused, they 
fight; if their rights are infringed, they rebel; if f orced, 
31 Ibid • , p • 13 0 • 
32Larew, ou. cit., p. 5. 
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th�y strike; and if their l�berties are threatened, they 
murder. Much has been said of the pure Anglo Saxon stock ot 
America. There has been little intermarriage among these 
people and other nationalities in C?�ke County, Tennessee, be­
cause they were out orr from the wave of immigration. .This 
accounts for their ruggedness, selt-sufticiency, culture, and 
other native characteristics. To quote John Trotwood Moore, 
the historian: 
They were God rearing, but reared nothing else. 
They chose a Preacher to tell them of God, a 
General to tell them of War,. a Judge to tell them 
of the laws, a Constable to enforce them, a Teacher 
to tell them of knowledge, and a wife and mother to 
tell them or home and the rearing of children. 33 
Religion 
Prior to 1810, the Baptists, Methodists, and the 
Presbyterians were the leading denominations. Other churches 
have since then extended their organizations to Cooke County� 3� · 
The Lutheran Church, Christian Church, Church o� Christ, and 
. -
Church of G9d now have important followings in the county. 
The first men and women of Cocke County were of 
Primitive Baptist faith. The first. church was organized by 
the Baptists at Upper WQI' Ford prior to. 1794 as it was re­
presented in the Holston Association that year bJ Joshua 
. . . 
33Ibid., P• 6. 
34o •Dell, �· !!!•• P• l$0. 
32 
Kelly , Peter Fine,  and John Nethe rton .
35 �The Big Pigeon 
Baptis t Church was organized Deoember 6, 1787 .36 This was  
loc ated s outh of ·the tannery at  the home or Jame s English .  
The Primitive Bapti st faith w a s  s o  called because o r  the .. " 
quaint habi ts and s impli city in dre ss  and manner .  Many called 
this rel igious group "fossils" because 9f the ir bel ief in 
original sin, electio� , and p�de s tinlltion.37 They la te!' be­
came known as  hardshells . The church built nearlThomas 
Dillon on Pige on River,  after an appointment or members to 
. 
find a suitable place; was the first church to be built . Thi s 
appointment was made September 9 , 1794• Ther received with 
the white pe ople many or the colored rolk .38 The Firs t Baptist  
. . 
Churc� in Newport was completed and dedicated May 6,  1877• 
This firs t building w as on the site or the present building . 
'· 
The present building was completed in 1907 . When the , 1 . 
Tennessee Valley Authority numbered the Bapt ist  churche s in 
Cocke County in 1936 , they numbered thir ty-eight, wi th 4,490 
members, and propertr valued  at $97,850 . 
The first Methodi s t  c ircuit rider, Jeremiah Lambert , 
did no t arrive until 1783. In 1800, a Methodist minister , 
35Goodspeed , £2• �., p. 865o 
36 . O' Dell , ·.22· cit . , P• 150 . 
37 
� • . I 
McSween, £2• �·� P• 9 .  
380'Dell, .2.11• cit.; p. 155. • 
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John Adams Granade , who wa s calle d � the Wild Man" , c ame to 
.-
pre ach to the pe ople . The first  Me th od is t  church was 
0 1 Have r 1 s  Chape l ,  built nine mile s north o f  Newp ort on the 
ro ad to Gre ene vi lle , in 1802 . 39 He re Lhe O ' Have rs ,  Easterlys , 
Re eve s 1  Ha rne ds , Sw agge rtys , and ·man1 others had membership . 
A gre at re lig ious w ave s pr e ad t hroughout Tenne s s e e  in the 
early pa rt of the nine te e nth century ,  and the pe op le of New ­
port caught the infe ct ion .  · The se me e t ings gave way to camp 
me e t ing s . I t  i s  s a id tha t the se c amp mee t ings w e re at te nde d  
by a pe cul iar p hys i c al manife sta t i on ,  popularly c al le d  the . ' 
j e rks . They w e re invo luntart and irre s is tab le . When und e r  
the i r influence the s uffe re rs would d ance , o r  s ing , o r  shout , 
s ome time s sway from s ide to s ide , or throw the he ad ba ckw ard 
or forw ard , le ap or spring . 4° Conve rs i on alw ays follow e d . 
As an outgro wth of t his moveme nt , a c amp g round was e s t abl is he d  
a t  Cle ar Creek in  1820 . The c amp grounds w e re move d  t o  
Parrott sville . The pri nc ip al tent e rs a t  the se me e ti ngs were : 
Jac ob Ea s te rlJ , J·aoob Faub i on ,  W i l l i am Garre tt , Thomas GraJ, 
S amue l Harne d ,  Jame s Gill i land ,  Abe l Gi l l i land , Henry Po tte r ,  
je s s e  Re e ve s , Mos e s  Faub i on ,  Jame s  Holland , John Holland , Re uben 
Allen , Baldwi n Harle , Ge o rge Parrot t ,  and Thoma s Fow le r . �1 
39c o ra Mas sey Mims , His tory of the Me thod i s t Church 
( Unpubli s he d  manus cript , c ompi led 1948) , P •  21 . 
4°aoodspe e d ,· �� �. , p .  650.  · . 
41c ora Mas sey Mims , Some Coc ke C ount� Fam i l ie s 
( Unpubli�he d scrapbook ,  compiled 1948) , P •  1 .  · 
John Haynie , later called Fathe r Haynie
.
, he ld the mee t ing at 
Cle ar Creek in 1820.  He was a s s i sted bJ George Elkin and 
Abs alom Harri s s · of No rth Carolina .42 
The Newport c ircuit was e s tabl i she d in 1823 . The 
slavery que stion s eparated the church , and the Zi on Me thodi s t  
Church became the propertr o f  the Me thodist Epi scopal Church, 
South. In 1866 , the Method i s t  Epi scopal Church, . South built a 
brick church · in Newpor t .  In 1941 , the church bo ard o f  the 
Firs t Me thodist  Church and the Southern Me thodist  Churche s 
merged .  Accordi ng to the Tenne s see  Valley Authori ty , in 1950,  
the re were t wenty-two Me thod ist  churche s in Cocke County, 
1 , 087 members , and prope rty valued at $116 , 100 .�3 
Pre sbyteriani sm was later in Cooke County than in any 
othe r  ad joining c ounty . Cocke County had been w ithin the 
Abingdon Pre sbytery since 1786 , and in 1823 it  was revived· in 
Newport by Rev .  Robert Hardi n .  On Augus t 16 , 1823 , the 
organiz ation of the Pisgah Pre sbyte rian Church w as perfe cted 
at Old town , wi th Rev .  I saac Anders on D. D . , · the minis ter.  
-
The firs t ruling e lders were : Francis  Baldridge , Jame s 
• .  
Alexande r ,  and Murdo ch McSween . Unt il 1837 , the Pisgah 
Pre sbyteri ans met a t  Anderson Academy. The church was built 
on the south s ide of the road lead ing f rom NeWport to  the old 
42o • Dell,  �· g!!. ,  p .  172 . 
�3Ibld . , P • 175. 
35 
Muster Fie ld . Thi s was us ed unt il 1860. The Pre sbyte rians 
then built a c hurch in Newp ort and worshiped he re unti l  
1897 , when they move d t o  the ir p re sent bui ld ing on .McSween 
Ave nue . 44 
With the firs t group or p-ioneers c ame the p re a chers 
and t eachers . The s e  far s ighted founde rs of the s t ate made 
the hous e  o r  w orship and the s choolhouse corne rst one s ot 
the i r  ne w c ivili zat ion . It must not be forgot ten that t he  
Thre e R ' s s pr ang from the s oul or rel i gion . While se ttle rs 
were buildi ng c abins and cle aring ground t or crops , the 
minis ter-educ ators were bu ildi ng characte r and culture in the . 
wild e rne s s s o c ie ty .  
Di stribut ion of populat i on 
The fir st town of Newp or t , on the French Broad , was  
planned in 1799 . Seven commiss ione rs , Henry Ragan , William 
Jobe , John Cal fee , Peter Fine , John Keene r ,· Rep s  Jone s 1 and 
John Glo cken we re appointe d to lay oft a p la ce mo s t  convenient · 
in the county for pri s on and s to cks and t o  contra ct for the 
bui lding o f  the se . 45 On Oc tobe r  23 , 1799 , John Gi lliland had 
donated fifty acre s  or l and along the French Broa d Rive r for 
the purp ose  o f  b·uild ing a town. The f i rs t public bui lding 
e re c te d ,  a log c ourthous e W :ith a log. jail back of 1 t ,  was 
�ima , .21!• ill· ,  P •  25 . 
45McSween , £2 •  c it . , p .  10.  
• PI!� It �nsrr L a. .-
J, ' 
J)J.SriZ;Ivrto,l o tt!  floPu I.. AT/orl , � I!  � &- .�'�'"'"f• -r 6-IVN�.JS �if. 
-� 
. 
... 
I 'fr 
' , 
37 
locat�d· on thi s �illiland land whe re a Negro church now 
s tands . The e a rl ie s t  Pos t Off i ce Guide that lis t s  Newport 
s tate s that in 1803 Newport was the onl7 pos t office in the 
county . On October 19 , 1812 , by Act or General As s embly , 
Augus tine Jenkins , Henry S tephens , Will iam Garre tt , Thomas 
Mit che ll , Pete r Fine , and Wil l i am Jobe were appo inted 
commi s s i oner s or the tow n .  Thi s Act made Newpor t a munic ipal 
c orporat i on .  In 1830 ,  the pe ople or Newp o rt we re numbered as 
1$0 and two s tore s and r ive shops . Newport w as de s cribed in 
the Tenne s se e  Gaze te er of - 1834 : 
Newport w as e s tabli shed in 1799 , on the l and or 
John Gill iland . In 1833 it c ont ained 150 pe op le ; 
two lawyers , two do c tors , two c le rgymen ,  one s chool , 
tw o tave rns , two s tore s , three bl acksmi ths , one 
cab ine t make r ,  one t anne r, one w agon make r ,  tw o 
hatte rs , tgo ta ilors , two s hoemake rs , and t w o  
s addle rs .� 
The courthouse was de stroyed by fire during the C ivil 
War. Afte r the Wa r,  plans were ma de t o  build a new court ­
hous e . Since the coming or the ra ilway ; in 1867 , the pe ople 
divided ove r the prope r locati on of the county seat . Maj or 
Thomas Gorman offe red the pr operty around Gorman ' s  Depot , on 
the Pige on Rive r , Jame s Larue and Dr . Bell pre p ared a 
pe ti tion t o  g e t  the c ounty s e a t  move d  to Parrottsville , and 
Thomas 0 1 De ll offe red a s i te on his tarm .ne ar Bridgeport . In 
iB74, the pe ople vo ted on · the loc at ion otte re d by Thomas 
38 
Gorman , at Gorman ' s Dep ot .47 The county seat  was moved ,  
le aving the former county s eat t o  b e  cal led Old Newp ort � 
later shortened to Oldport , then Oldtown . On De cember 31 , 
1876 , the building which s erved as a courthouse in the new . . 
Newp ort burned . The pe ople were · not ple ased w ith holding 
court in the temporary shop , a shoe shop , s o  the .to wn w as 
moved back to  the se ttlement on the French Broad where it had 
been . This arrangement proved unsat i sfac tor,y, and the c ounty 
se at was  moved b ack to Newport on the Pigeon River ,  Gorman ' s 
Depot . Maj or Thomas Gorman gave a lot for the location of a 
c ourthouse , and a new building was e re cted under the super­
vision of c .  F .  Boyer,  Jos eph Merre ll , and J .  H.  Fagala . 
Thi s bui lding w as c omple ted in 1886 for a cost of $1 0 , 000 . 
In 1880,  the p opulation ot Newport was 397 ; in 189 0 ,  
the population was 1 , 630;  in 1921 , it  was. 2 , 753 ; i n  1947 , 
it was  3 ,575; and in 1950,  the re we re 7 , 263 within the water 
works . are a .48 
Parrott sville w as s et tled in 1769 by John Parrott . The 
fir s t  public house , a t avern ,  bui lt in 1 830 is  now known as  
the Hale House . This Tavern , ope rated by Jacob Parrott , was 
locate d  on the Old Stage Ro ad w hi ch led from Washington, D .  c .  
to the Southwe st . Ge orge Parrott •  another s on of John , built 
47M1ms , �· �. , P •  7$ . 
48o • De ll ,  .2R.• s.ll· •  p .  
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a Tave rn c alled  Dry Fork Inn at wha t i s  now known as  the 
Gille sp ie Pla ce . The members or the original Parrott family 
are buri ed in a ceme te ry three mile s e a s t  of Parrott sville 
where many Revolutionary soldiers are buried . The Pos t 
Office Guide for 1836 s t ate s tha·t a pos t otti ce was set  up at 
Parrott sville . In 1906 , the population in the immedi ate 
vicinity o f  Parrott sville was about 500 pe ople .49 In 1949 , 
Parrott sv ille was voted to be come an incorpora te d town. The 
la st  cenus t aken si nce thi s vote s hows 119 inhabit ants of 
Parrott sville . Industrie s have moved  to Newp ort s i nce the 
building of the rai lroa d ,  and a la rger s cho ol at Newp ort has 
caus e d  the p opula tion of Parro tt svi lle t o  de cl ine . 
Cosby , like Tenne s see , has always divide d  into  thre e 
p art s - upper,  lower ,  middle Cosby .  I t  was name d  for Jonathan 
Cosby , the f irs t Government dis tiller in Eas t Te nne s see . Not 
unt il 1807 was land entered for ownership beyond the Pige on 
on the w e st s ide . Cosby's p opul ation is  e nt i rely rural . 
Cosby firs t ma de i ts .appe arance in the 1862 Po stal Guide . For 
the next few ye ars Cosby los t i t s offi cial st atus g but in 1870 · 
Cosby took i ts place once more among the p os t  office s of the 
county . 
Other p arts or the county are rural s actions with 
eleme ntary schools whi ch are fe ede r  s chools to the pre sent 
49Annua� Catalogue or Parrottsville Seminary and Cocke . 
County High School ( Newport : Gardne r,  1909 ) ,  P •  3. 
Cocke Count1 High, at Newport ; Cosb7 High , and Parro tt sville 
High. ,... 
The Ec onomi c s  of Cocke Count1 
Indu strie s 
Thr oughout the many d e c ade s of groping expe rime nt ,  
Co cke County ci t i zens had achie ve d some a uc c e ,s s  i n  the indus -
. 
. 
trai l i zation of the c ounty ' s  re so urce s .  By no me ans are all  
the p e ople living on f arms s o le ly dep endent upon agricult ure 
for t he i r  l ive lihood . Many f arm ope rators , as w el l  a s  
member s  of the i r  f am il ie s , work pa rt o r  fu ll t ime i n  other 
indu s tri e s .  With reas onablJ go od roads a nd shor t d i stanc e s  
t o  t rave l ,  the cas h c os t  of t ranspor tati on t o  and from w ork 
i s  comparat i ve ly low . 
Mills . 
Coc ke County , being s o  abund antly supplied wi th creeks 
and rive rs , had many mills - grain , s awmi ll s ,  and text ile 
mill s .  As e a rly a s  1785 Capt a in John Denton, from She nandoah 
C ounty , Virginia , e s tabl ishe d  a grain mill ab ove Will i am  
Whit s on ' s Fort .5° E zeki e l  and Vic tory Birdseye , ass i s te d  by 
Jud ge Jac ob Pe ck , attempt ed t o  se t up mil ls and t o  impre s s  
upon the pe ople t he importance of manufac turing from t he ye ar 
500 ' Dell ,  i t  204 � ·  g__. ,  p .  • 
1 830 until 18�0 . Charle s Morre ll operate d  a gra in mill in 
Newp or t ,  als o a cotton gin , unt il 1844. W i ll iam Faub i on 
followed hi s f ather ' s  trade of mi l ling al ons wi th black­
smi thing and w agon mak ing . The Faubions built the fir s t  mill 
on the French Broad River,  al s o  a mill at Caney Branch. The 
Newport Mill Company began w ith the town of Newport . In 
1913 ,  the Newp or t Mi ll Company was incorporated w i th a capital 
of $100, 000 . In February 1935 , it  was changed to Newp ort 
Cooperat ive Mills , Incorpora ted ,  owne d a nd operated  by the 
farme rs . It had an e s timate d bus ine ,s s  of t£250, 00<? pe r year . 
For a pe riod of ye ars i t  was quite a succe ss . The other mill 
in Newport  i s  the City Milling Company . This mill began in 
1918 , and i t  employs nine men.  The Parrot tsvi lle Mill , owned 
and operate d by Hoyle Ratcliff , employs three men .  
Milling provided the firs t e st ablished industry ,  whe at 
had be c ome a large c ash crop ; flour mil ling an important 
( 
ind us try . It  has s ince been dis cove red that Tenne s see ' s  
hard whe at made a damp-re s is ting flour which made it e spe c i�lly 
suit able for tropic al co untrie s ,  and · the industry of mil ling 
grew . 
Clothing Manufac ture rs 
The re have been attempt s ,  but with .. no las ting s uc ce .s s , 
to bri�g the manufacture rs of cl othing to Cooke County . In 
1836 , the editor of a Knoxville pape r w ro te : 
We have been presented with samples of two pieces 
of silk manufacture d throughout from the w orm to the 
web by the daughters of Jacob Easterly, Esq . ,  of 
Cocke County . The pie ces· measured between s e venty 
and eighty yards and in evene ss of thread and firm­
nes s  of texture are e qu§l to most of the foreign 
factories we have se en . �l 
Between 1850 and 1860 , ten ·miles north of Newport, in 
what is now the Fowle r ' s  Gro ve section, John Gillett, with 
his family and s la ve s, constituted a full and comple te 
community in industry. John Gille tt owned a large tract of 
land on which he grew all products native to the section . 
Cotton, flax, and sheep for wool were grown to pr ovide 
materials f or clothing and household linens. From Mexico, 
during the Mexican War days, Gille tt had brought home the 
seeds of indigo and other color ing matter . These seeds 
were planted under the most d ifficult climatic conditions , 
and they produced coloring for the clothing . 
Several hosiery mills have been e stablis hed, but have 
ceased to operate. The Dixie Hos iery Mill was a locally 
. 52 owned mill which ope rated to make whit� anke l� ts . In 
1937, they employed thirty - s ix men and seventy -four women, 
but the mill has s ince closed and is not in operation in 1952. 
Newport Textile Mills, manufacturers of T-shirts, w as 
5lMary U. Rothrock, 
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e st abli she d  in 1946 by Charle s  Joye and Ben McDonald . This 
mill closed in 1950. 
Lumber 
Forty per cent of Cocke County ' s  area is wood land . 
There fore , lumber is  one of her mos t �xtens iv e industrie s . 53 
Large stands of virgin t imbe r  may be f ound wi thin thi s  are a . 
-
Here a re hemlocks , pine , spruce , southern balsam ,  and many 
hardw oods such as oak , maple , s ilve rbe ll ,  and che rry . In 
1870 ,  a s hipping point was e stablished at De l Ri o ,  then c alled 
Big Cre e k ,  by Je ss e and Jeffer son Burne t� .  A . A .  Arthur , w ho 
managed a Scottish corp orat ion,  came in 1883 to s e t  up a 
sys tem of fl oating t imber to  the mill s .  Hart and Hollow ay 
came from We st  Virginia t o  Cocke County in 1901 to s e t up a 
lumber indu stry . They built the Tenne ssee  and North Carolina 
Railway for shipp ing . Cocke County i s  said to have the 
. large s t  lumber plant in Eas t Tenne s see . It was organized  in 
1899 by Ge orge M. Spe igle , of Philade lphia ,  who came to  pur­
chase  walnut and cherry lumber . By 1940, the c ompany had 
exp anded and Mr . Charle s Rhyne was sole owne r .  In t he ye ars 
1906 to 1926 , it was t he McCabe Lumb e r  Company. Rhyne Lumber 
Company now employs fifteen men.5� 
The s awmill industry be came an e stabli she d insti tut i on 
53o , De ll ,  �· c i t . ,  p .  194 • 
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cutt ing de eper and d e e pe r  int o t he tore s t ·s , but furni s hing . a 
ma j o r  emp l oyment t or the na ti ve s . 
'l'anne rie s . 
The firs t t anne r.r w a s owne d by Aaron Bib le and ope rate d 
by Butle r De l o z i e r . I t  w a s  bui lt ne ar the pre s e nt Ove r 
Mountai n Scho ol .  The ne xt· t anne ry in Co cke C ounty w a s  a t  
Parro t t s ville ow ne d by 'Alexande r McNabb and ope rated by Mr . 
Cro cke tt . Thi s t anne ry ce a s e d  to ope rate in 1885 . 
The pre s e nt tannery be gan Novemb e r  1 , · 1893 , w i t h  Je s se 
A. Fi she r a s  ma nage r .  The plant c ame t o  Newp ort through the 
e ffort s of Mr . c .  � ·  Boye r .  Mr . England , of Engla nd and 
Bryant Company , s ent hi s s on-in-l aw , Charl e s  S .  ·w al t on·. t o  
look over the r egion for the s i te . The plant , now call e d  the 
Unaka Tanne ry ,  w as t o  be loc ate d one mile s outhe as t of Newp ort 
on the e a s t  b ank of the Pigeon . The le ather t anne d the re i s  
shipped t o  Phi lade lphi a  f o r  be l t s  and s ole s f o r  s hoe s .  I t  i s  
now owne d by A . c .  Law re nce Le a the r Compa ny w i th home offic e s  
a t  Pe abo dy ,  Ma s s ac hus e tt s . Thi s tanne ry empl oys one hundre d. 
e ight e e n  me n • . 
Ext r act s 
The Chilhow ee Ext ra c t  Compa ny w a s  organi ze d in 1903 by 
the Engla nd , B�a nt C omp any . This is now owne d by the Me aqe 
Fib re C ompa ny . They manuf ac ture l iquid che s tnut e xtra c t  us e d  
for the t ann ing o f  le athe r .  This p la nt employs fo rty-five 
me n .  
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D i s t i l l e rie s 
In the e arly days of C o cke County many gove rnme nt s t i l l s  
w e re ope rat ed . The re w a s  one in Bal t imore ope ra ted b y  W i ll 
Gre sham ; one a t  S ale m ope rated by Phi l ip Ne as ; one a t  Long 
C re e k  ope ra te d  b y  Mos e s  Ne a s ; and one on the Thomas O ' De l l 
£ar.m . The s e  communi ti e s  are small ru ral s e c t ions of C o c ke 
C ounty . On the r oad le ad ing to W i l ton Spr ings w a s a s ti l l  
oper a t e d  by Thoma s Ha� e r .  Joe Hurle y op e ra te d  a st i l l  on 
hi s f arm ne ar the p re sent Clay Cre e k Chur ch . The fir s t  gov­
e rnme nt d i s t ille ry in the Cosby s e c t i on w a s  e s tab l i she d  by 
Jona than C o sby· . In 1892 , a d i s t i l le cy  1t a s ope ra t e d  a t  Cars on 
Sp rings und e r  Gove rnment Survey 525 , and l ater 572 and 6oS . 
Cocke C ounty ' s  Government Di s t i lle ry w a s for many ye ar s upde � 
the s up e rvi s i on of Rob e rt H .  Jone s . Co cke C ounty now holds a 
reput a ti on for i ll i cit l iquor manufac turing. 
C anne ri e s 
As a r e s ul t  of ha v ing g oo d  ve ge t able c rops , seve ral 
c anne ri e s d e ve lope d . In 1 885 , Mr . W. A .  Ne l s on ope rate d a 
c a nne ry in Parro t t s v i l le . In 1898, Jame s S toke ly p rop o s e d  t o' 
I 
hi s mothe r ,  Mrs . A .  R .  Stoke ly ,  tha t  she , Mr . A .  R .  Swann, 
and John S t oke ly enter int o a pa rtne r s hip w i th him to begin 
c anning ope ra ti ons a nd to oper a t e  a s t ore . This a gre e me nt 
w a s  mad e b e twe e n  the thre e , and on Janu ary 1 ,  Mr s . St oke ly 
and Mr . Sw ann c ontribut e d  $1 ,300 e a ch w i th John and Jame s 
c ontrib uting $650 e a ch .  The me rc ant i le s to re , wi th John in 
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charge , and t he c anning factory ,  w ith Jame s in charge , w e re 
t o  b e  .op e ra te d  under the name of S to ke ly Bro the rs and 
C ompany . In 1899 , Mr. Swann s o ld hi s int e re s t t o· W i l l i am, 
anot he r of the bro the rs , and the bu si ne s s be came a fam i ly one 
unt i l  1929 . 
The fi rst crop w a s t oma to e s ;  the f i rs t  f a c t ory a thre e 
s id e d  shed ; the · fir s t  e qu ipme nt an o ld s te am e ngine to he a t 
w a te r ,  a few met al tub s  t o  c ook t omat oe s ,  kni ve s ,  and a few 
hund re d  t in c ans , s o lde r ,  so lde ring ir ons , and s ome w o od e n  
b oxe s .  The f i rs t  produc t s  w e re s o ld i n  Knoxville , Chat t ano oga , 
and ot he r  c i tie s ne ar Newpor t ,  Tenne s s e e . 
By 1 9 2 2 , they w e re ope ra ti�g s e ven f ac to rie s ,  re inve s ting 
the prof i t s in c ap i tal improvemen ts . The s ale s tor 1922 we re 
ove r $500 , 000.55 
The office was · e s tab l i she d  in a w arehous e in 1905. Jame s 
supe rv i s e d  the offic e ;  W i ll i am and John w o rke d w it h  the 
I 
f arme rs . W i l li am B .  S t o kely Sr . b e came manage r in 1922 , and 
in 1929 , W i l liam B .  S t oke ly Jr . b e e am� pre s ident . Und e r  his 
le ade rship the canning b us ine s s  cont inue d to i nc re a s e  and 
addi t iona l fa c t or i e s  w e re e s tab l i she d .  
By 192 9 ,  S to ke ly Bro the rs and C ompany had be gun the i r  
march out o f  the South . The y cons ol id a t e d  wi th The Fame 
55 55 Be rnard F .  Tri�e ,  " Influence on S tate ' s  Bus ine s s  
Shown in S toke ly 1 s . Grow th , Pla i n  Talk and Tribune , July 5 ,  
1951 . 
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Packing C ompany , Louis vi l le , Ke nt uc ky ,  and the numb e r  or 
p l ant s w as incre a s ed t o  e ightee n .  Then the purcha se o r  the 
Van-C amp Comp any , Indi anapol is , Indi ana , in 1933 was a mo s t  
s igni f i c ant s tep . In 1939 , they purchas e d  Honor Brand s  
Fro z en Food s , S anta Cruz , C al if o rni a .  Fro zen Food s b e came a. 
ma j or f a c t or in the c anning bus ine s s .  O the r ma j or purcha s e s  
w e re the S ant a Cru z  Packing C ompany , in C alif orni a .  Thi s 
p l ant c anne d fru i t , and was purcha sed by the Stoke lys in 
1936 . The Plymouth Pa cking C ompany , whi ch adde d the pa cking 
of c ranbe rr i e s , w as added in 1937 ,  and now the re are p lant s  
i n  Haw a i i for p ine apple . The Emp ire Foods Limi te d ,  E s se x ,  
Ont a ri o , w as p urcha s ed in 1940 and Edw ard G .  S toke ly w as . 
pla c e d  in charge . 
One of the mo s t  s ign if i c ant c ontribu t i ons w a s  the 
deve lopme nt , in c o op erat i on with the Army Quarte rmas te r Corp s , 
of the " 0" r a t i on for the armed for c e s . Re s e ar ch on th i s  b e -
gan in 1939 and continue d un til 1941 . Lat e r , the Cramp ton 
Canne rie s ,  a dded in 1944, bro ught more pl ant s und e r the 
Stoke l y name . 
The bus ine s s has c ont inue d t o  grow and now ha s s ixty 
plant s in four teen s tate s of the Uni t e d  S t a t e s ,  and various 
w arehous e s  loc ate d  c los e t o  ma rke t s . Thro ugh sub s idari e s 
they ope rate four pla nt s in C anad a and one in Haw a i i . The 
s al e s  f or the t ia oal 7e ar , e nde d Ma7 311 . 1951 , we re 
\ � ,  
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$114, 914, 724.
56 The re . are about 9 , 200 sharehold ers s c attered 
ove r the world . 
The cre ation of thi s e nte rprise , the re sult of two 
generat ions of e fforts , i s  a tribute to the fifty ye a rs of 
labor of the Sto ke lys . This family made a contribut ion to 
Cocke C ounty,  the Sta te of Tenne s see , and to the nat ion as a 
whole .  They employ in the plant at Newp ort about two hundred 
pe op le in the orr se ason , and in the pe ak season the y  employ 
about five hundred pe ople . The se figures we re for 1951 . On 
the farm, in 1951 , they employed s ixty men in the orr s e ason , 
and one hundre d  men in the p e ak season.  The Tenne s see Val ley 
Authority through its build ing of dams and artificial lake s 
took over  the ri ch far.ming l and s  us e d  by the Stokelys fo r the 
growing of vegetable s .  The pe ople left for other countie s 
and ci ties w hi ch would p rovide employme nt . 
Agri culture 
A large percentage of land in Cocke County i s  in farms 
with a dive rs ity of c rops , such as tobacco , dairying , and 
truck farming . The strength of Co cke County is  in the rural 
are a ,  in the e arth; the s o il i s  fundamental for the source 
of fue l and f ood .  The county has 237 , 280 acre s , and muCh of 
thi s is in cultiva� ion .  In 1851 , Cocke County had 1, 295 
56w .  F .  McKenney, "Who Owns Stokely Brothe rs ?" 
The Retort , . June. 1952 . P •  . 4• ' ' • ,_ 
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fa rms . In 1900 the re w e re 2 , 534 farms on 107, �1 a cre s ;  in 
1920, 
·
t he numb e r  of farms w a s 2, 800. In 1930, there w e re 
15, 000 pe op le e ng aged in agri culture ; of t he s e  15, 000 pe ople , · 
1 , 724 w e re full owne rs . In 1935, of al l the coun tie s in 
Tenne s s e e , C ocke County w a s  thirty-fourth in the numb e r  of 
fa rms , fifty - thi rd in the value of fa rm p roduc ts , fif ty-
s e ve nth in acre age f or co rn ,  twe nty-f irs t  in t ob ac co , s ix t i e th 
in the product i on of Irish p ota to e s , s e venty-ninth in s wee t 
pot a toe s ,  se vent e e nth in whe at ,  a nd s e venth i n  vege table s .57 
The rep ort f o r  1951 show s 2, 575 fa rms in C ocke County ; thi s  
show s a de c re a s e  from 194-5 w it h  2 , 652 farm.s . A tot al o r  135 
Co cke C ounty farms now have t e le phone s ,  c omp are d to f i f ty in 
1945 . Ele c tri c i ty go e s t o  1,431 farms, a c c ording t o  the 1951 
report of the Department of Agri culture .58 
The Poli t i c s of Cocke C ounty 
In Augus t  1783 a band of p i onee rs met at Jone sboro and 
organi zed t he S t a te of Franklin w ith John Se vie r a s  Gove rnor . 
The St ate did not s urvive ve ry long b ut o ame t o  an e nd in 
1787. By an Act or Congres s ,  a county we st  or the mountains 
was la id off and. called Washington Countr . This county was  
510 •De ll ,  £!!?.• ill• ,  P • 1�4- • . 
58Jack Shephe rd1 "Fewer Farms in Cooke County ,
" Plain 
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l ate r divided int o s everal countie s ,  among which was Je fferson 
County . On O ctober 9 ,  1797 , Cocke County w as e s tabl i shed from 
a part of Je ffers on County G Will i am  Cocke was  one of the fir.s t 
u .  s .  Se nat ors trom Tenne s see ; this ne w county was named for 
him. 
When Newport , on the Fre nch Broad ,  w as e s tablishe d ,  a 
log c ourt house was built the re . Thi s  build ing w as us ed  
unt i l  1828 when a bri ck building was built . A fire de stroyed 
mo st  of thi s b uilding during the Civil War . In 1874, court 
was  transfe rred t o  a building in the New Newpor t ,  forme rly 
Gorman ' s  Depot . On De cember 31 , 1876 , this c our thouse burned 
de stroying a ll re cords . Court shif ted bac k t o  Oldtown, then  
again t o  Newpor t  on  the Pig e on in  1882 . In 1 886 the pe ople 
of Newport built  a new co urt  house for the cost  of $10, 000 .  
This building w as used unt il 19 30 , when a fire destroye d the 
build ing and the re cords of Cocke County . �The next c ourt 
house w a s bui lt on the s ame location,  comple ted in 1931 ,  and 
i s  the one that is now in use in 1952 . 
In poli ti cs , as in mos t things , the Cocke County 
pe ople show thei r inde pe nd ence , for he re in an o the rwise 
normally Demo cratic Sta te is  a s trong Rep ublic an County that 
regularly choose s Republi can repre sentative s in b oth State 
and Federal e lect ions . In the very e arly days , the ma j ori ty 
of the c it i zens were of the Anti-Federal i s t  Party ,  whi ch 
.• 
be came the Demo crat i c  Party of Jacks on ' s ti.me . The Civil War 
� . . . 
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made the Democratic Party the minority party,  and it has 
been ever s ince . Be caus e s lave labor was not profitable in 
the mounta in count ies , le s s  than twenty-five per cent of the 
familie s of Cocke County had slave s . 59 
When a vote was taken to - cons ider the c ause of go ing 
out of the Union,  Cocke County adhe re d t o  t he Union Caus e • . 
The re we re 510 vot e s  in f avor of s e ce s s ion and 1 , 185 aga inst 
it . Ja cob L .  Shults , of Cosby ,  says that the Republi can 
Party gave in one p re s id ential e le ction more vot e s  to the ir  
p arty than the s t ate s of Ge orgia , Alabama , and Mis sis sipp i 
combined .  
Influential Agencie s in Cooke County 
Tenne ssee  Valley Authority 
The re are many agenc ie � at  work in the rural are as . 
Part of the county l ie s  in the area of an engine e ring project  
which ha s be come the gre atest  venture in s o il and human re ­
c lamation in Cocke County.  Re sidents  have seen pe ople 
rehabili tatep , a g reat ri ve r tamed , and c heap e lectri c ity 
offe red to every farm and hamle t in the are a .  The Seven ty­
�hird Congre s s  in May 19 3 3  cre ated t he Te nne s s ee Val ley 
Authority " in the inte res t  or national defense and for 
. . • 1 t' 
agric ultural and indus trial development • • •  " The l and are as  
-� 
59� ' De ll ,  22• �· P• 2$ . 
. .  
S2 
in C o cke C ounty wh ich a re al ong the French Broad , Pige on, and 
N o l i chucky ,  tribut arie s of the Tenne s s e e  Rive r .  
T o  offse t the l o s s o f  r ich fa rming inund a te d  by w a t e r , 
the Pl"o j e c t  had · much to otte r .  True , p e op.le have been up ­
ro ote d , fami l i a r  la ndmarks remove d f rom t he ir anc i e nt moorings , 
the te rrain o r  the l and tr ans forme d ,  b ut i t  i s  hop e <:}  t hat the 
volume or to uri s t  t rave l wi th the gre a t  opp o rtuni tie s for 
b oa t ing and f i s hing w i ll p rov ide an inc ome whi ch may off s e t  
the inc ome wh i ch t he f arms Jie lded pr ior t o  t he ir acquis i ti on 
I 
by the gove rnme nt . 
In c arry ing out the purp o s e  fo r whi ch it was cre at e d , 
the Tenne s se e  Valley Autho ri ty ha s · undertaken thre e gene ral 
inte rre la te d  programs : cont rol a nd prope r us e or w ater 
re s ource s ,  c ons e rvat ion and pre s e rvat ion or land re s ource s ,  
e.nd a mo re w ide spre ad use or e le c tri cal p ow e r . I t s  w o rk has 
be en c arrie d  on w i th the coope r a t i on or many Fe de ral and 
St ate agenc ie s  part icularly the Agri cultural Se rvi ce . Fore s t s  
are b e ing e s tab l i she d by the St ate Fore s t ry Div is i on ,  working 
in c o ope rat i on w i th the u. s .  Fore s t ry Servi c e , Tenne s s e e 
' . 
Val l e y  Au th ority ,  and o the r age nc ie s . The s e  f o re s ts repleni s� 
w i ldl ife , provide demons trat ion f or f ire control , w ater and 
s o i l  c onservat i on , and re fore s t a t i on .  
The Tenne s s ee Val ley Autho rity ha s sh own the extent 
. . 
t o  which i t  i s  p os s ible , co nsi s tent w i t h  op�r at ion for 
nav igat i on and flood contro l ,  to gener ate gre a t  quanti ti e s  or 
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elec tri c energy, t o  p rovide manifold re cre ation opportuni tie s ,  
to improve conditions for f ish and w i ldlife , t o  provide 
effe ctive control of ma laria , and t o  secure othe r · coll ateral 
bene fi ts . 6o The Act cre ating the Tenne ssee  Valley Authority 
called for maximum deve lopment of the river f or navigat ion, 
maximum generation or ele ctric power, the prope r use or 
ma rginal lands , re fore station, and the e conomic and s ocial 
well be ing or the pe ople . 
Since the coming of the Tenne sse e · Valley Authori ty to 
thi s re gion, Cocke County has felt an inte rchange or ideas , 
the farmers , b ig and lit tle , emula te d the pr actice s of the 
demons trat ion farms . Soil e rqs ion was stopped , · the fore s ts 
extended the ir  bounds , and t he re w as much more land in gras s 
and c ove r crops . There has been more terracing of s lope s ,  
more s trip cropping , and gene ral prot e ction against ra in,  and 
le s s  gullying and w aste . Still , on the othe r hand , many 
Cocke County pe ople we re dis pos se ssed ,  good s oil was c overe d 
· bY w ater ,  and prosperous canning plants and flour mi lls w e re 
removed . 
Uni ted Sta tes Extens ion Se rvi ce 
The St ate  Board of Education i s  by le gi slative ac t the 
State Boa rd of  Vocational Education.  As such, it  coopera te s 
6°John Gunther ,  Story ot the TVAl .( New York : Harp er, 
1947 ) ,  P •  2 .  
w i th the federal governme nt in the admini strat ion and expend­
i ture of f\Uld s  f or v oc at iona l educ ati on .  The Univ e r s i ty o t  
Tenne s see s t arted  an experime ntal s tation,  an agri cultural 
college , a nd a f arm a t  Knoxvi lle to le arn the b e s t  w ays  or 
farming in the ·s tate of Tennesse e . 
From this move , Cooke County ha s had te achers known as 
County Fa r.m Agents who . go to  the farms . The firs t agri cultural 
Extens ion Work in Cocke County was begun on April 26 , 1917 , 
unde r the leader ship or Mr . P .  C .  Hambaugh •ho w as appointe d 
as  c ounty a gent . He carried on extensi on w ork through 19 17 
and the ent ire ye ar of 1918 . From studying the annual report 
of Mr . Hamb augh during the se two  ye ars , i t  is found that a 
large percentage or his time was devot ed to  problems which 
arose  from the war c ondition .  There was organized a " Juni o� 
C o rn  Club" , through which the county agent encouraged be tter 
practice s in the prod uction or corn • .  All of the extens ion 
work duri ng the pe riod or 1917 and 1918 tied in very closely 
w i th de fense . 
During thi s  peri od Mi s s  Ne tt ie McC lure and Mi s s  Ruth 
Clark , eme rgency home de mons trat ion agents , worked part time . 
in Cocke County . They as s i sted mos tly in national defense 
during the war.  
The ne xt work done was begun on January 1,  1927 , with 
Mr .  F .  C .  Walker a s  County Agent . Mr . Walker se rved a s  the 
County Agent from 1927 through 1928 . The program of work 
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for these three ye ars w as to s tudy s oil w ork and l ive s tock .  
Crops , · poultry ,  and marke ting w ere other pro j ec ts s tud ied . 
In 1930 ,  extens ion wo rk was begun aga in _ wi th Mr . 
0 .  M .  Wat so n as  the County Agent . Mr. Wat son s tayed on as  
the County Agent from January 1,· 19 30 ,  unt il March , 1939 .  A 
we ll ba lanced fa rm and home program was  planned . Unde r Mr . 
Wat son ' s le ade rship , the Cocke County Lamb Club was  forme d .  
This Club ships more than nine ty pe r cent of the lambs 
coope rative ly t o  the e a stern marke ts . 
The Farmer ' s  Coope rat ive Milling Comp any w as organi zed 
( See page 4l ) .  Thi s company furnished an outle t for more 
than 130 , 000 bushe l s of whe at and 60, 000 bushels  of corn .  
, 
The Co cke County Eros ion Control As s oc iat ion ha s been 
ins trume ntal in spons ori ng the vari ous agriculture pro je cts ; · 
such as , lime , phos phate , deep roote d  le gume s ,  and eros ion 
control . 
Mr . w ·. E .  Butche r s ucceeded Mr . Wat son, in March, 1939 , 
as County Agent of Co cke County.  The work was  cont inued and 
extension wo rk e xpanded in the follow ing ye ars . Ins te ad of 
j ust  indi vi dual service wi th Junior Farme rs through club s , 
communi ty organiz at ion was  begun . The w o rk was re organi ze d 
and ins te ad of just  proje cts  there w e re a ctivities  and goals 
for each ac tivity worked out . A County Planning Commi ttee was  
made up of  le aders in the various communi tie s  w ho me t a s  a 
committe e w i th the County Agent and outlined the program of 
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w ork for the ye ar • . The Home Demons trat ion Work ·wa s re vived 
in 1939 und er the le ader ship of Mi s s  Edna Mowery . Mr. 
Butche r and Mi ss  Mowery were succe eded by Mr. Me rrill Bird 
and Mis s Ruth Tate . In 1951 ,· Mr . Hugh Rus sell be c ame t he 
County Agent , and in 1952 , Mis s · Roberta Inman came t o  Cocke 
County a s  Home Demonstrat ion Agent . 
Summary 
Life in the pre sent d ay presents a d ifferent pic ture 
from the one at the e arly days of the c ounty in the la te 
e ighteenth ce ntury . The evils and ble s si ngs are no longe r 
confine d w i thin ge ographi cal boundarie s .  The sys tem of 
highw ays and rai lroads has re duced the d i st anc e . to the 
county s e at , Newp or t .  Bus e s  traverse the county offe ring 
ac ce s s ib le and e conomi cal trave l over a ne tw ork of more 
than s e venty mi le s of highways . 
Cocke County ne eds  indus tri al i zation .  This industrial i­
zation me ans grow th , balanced growth , of all parts of t he 
regi on ' s economy - in transport ation ,  t rade , profe ss ional 
service - as we ll as manufac turing . Abundant re s ources  in 
raw ma te rials , fuel s , p owe r,  la bor , enterpr i se , and marke ts  
make an  appe al to the indus trial ist . Remembering that the 
State o ffers  higher t r�ining f or a ve ry small numb er of 
vocat ions , the ob serve r can se e a challe nge to capital i s t s  t o  
inve s t  in a new program - a n  educ at ional program '- for the 
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tra ining or te chni cians , politi cal le ade rs , and vo te rs who . 
think in terms of principle s rather  than party- lab e l s . 
As has been pointed out , no se cti on or the nation has 
more to offer in s cenic be auty , · c limatic  condit ions , and 
dive rs ified industry than �hat p ortion or the Southe rn 
Appala chian Regi on known as  ·Cocke County , Tenne s see . 
i s  a need t o  make a study or the educ a ti onal f ie ld .  
The re 
Eye ,s 
mus t be  ope ned to s ee , and minds must b e  thrus t  int o the 
pr ob lem or the gre at  opportunit ie s or this region . 
CHAPTER III 
DEVELOPMENT OF SECONDARY EDUCATI ON IN COCKE C OUNTY 
Int r oduc t i on 
The pe ople ot Cocke C ounty were no t conc e rne d me re ly 
w i th mat e ri al g a ins . The i de al s  o f  t he se se t tl e rs demande d 
a s oc i al and cultural de ve lopment . Churche s and s choo l s  
· a c c ord ingly re ce ive d e a rly c ons idera t i on .  Know ing the 
advant a ge s de rived from ins ti tut i ons or educ ati on in t he ir 
fo r.me r  p la ce s  of re s ide nce , the inhab i tant s w ante d  to 
e s tab l i sh . s choo ls in thi s ne w terri t ory . 
Ac ademi e s  w e re e s tabl i she d in the c ounty , but they 
fa i l e d  t o  mee t ade quate ly the e ducat ional ne eds of the pe op le . 
They paved the w ay for t he pre s e nt thre e  high s c ho ol s  ' in the 
c ounty . It i s  ne ce s sary to study the deve l opme nt of the s e  
a c ademie s i n  orde r t o  unde rs tand the found a ti on and s t ructure 
or t he pre s e nt high s chools . 
Pri or to the Civi l  War the le gi s l ative a c t s  incorporating 
Ande rs on Ac ademy a t  Newp ort ind i c a ted t hat i t  w a s  the purpos e 
of the ins t it uti on to d e ve l op moral a nd sp i ri tual na ture s ; t o  
empha s i z e cul tural e ducat ion , and to deve l op a b ody ot 
inte l l igent s t ude nt s .  The A cademy pro vi de d  ade quate ins t ruc­
t i onal fac i li ti e s  t or chi l dren of that c l as s  who we re inte re s t ­
ed and a b le t o  pay tui t i on .  Eve n after it w a s  n o t  ne ce s s ary 
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t o  p ay tui t ion , thos e who c ould not p ay p re fe rre d ignorance 
to t he dis grac e  of g o ing t o  a pub l i c  s chool ,  c ons ide re d  by 
many to be a pa uper s chool . The devel opme nt o f  Ande r s on and 
Ne wp or t Ac ademie s w a s  the b a ckground or Cocke County High 
S cho ol a t  Newp or t . The Pre sbyte rian influe nce is shown from 
the e arly days or Anders on A cademy on through the days a t  
Ne w port Academy .  
Parro t t s ville Ac ademy ha s b e en s tudi e d  and traced from 
i t s  beginning be c ause after be c oming Parro tt sville Seminary 
it b e c ame t he Parr o t t s v ille High S ch o ol ot t oday . The 
Me thod i s t  le ade rs bui l t  and supported Parrot t svi lle Semina ry 
be fore the c ounty bought i t . By 187$ , thi s Me thod i s t  s chool 
w a s  the le adi ng school of the c ounty . 
The pre s e nt C os by High School grew from a Bapt i s t  
mi s s ion ,  C osby A c ademy . · . In 1935, thi s  s chool be c ame c ounty 
prope rty . 
The s e  s chools grew from me age r  be g innings a nd c hanged 
be cau s e  or p op ula t i on , e conomi c c ond iti ons , s oc i al c ondit ions , 
and the a c c re d it ing a genc ie s or the ( college s to the pre sent 
s c;hoo l  s y s tems . 
Early Academie s  
And e rson Aca demy 
Pub l i c  s cho ols in Tenne s s ee had t he ir origin in the 
compr omis e  b e tween t he Uni te d S tate s ,  Nor th C aro l i na ,  and 
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Tennesse e re garding pub li c  land s tha t was made in 1806 . 1 F or 
some years the income from the s chool land s was used for 
ac ademi e s . Ac ademie s flourishe d.  They offe re d  train ing 
comparable to hi gh  s cho ols of a later day . I t · was the 
intention of thos e  who framed the Corilpa c t  of 1806 tha t  public 
lands should be used to aid in the· establishment of an academy 
in each county o f  t he state. An Ao t  of the Tennes see Legis­
lature in 1806 name d the trustee s  for twe nty-seven academie s 
in Tenne sse e  a nd the following year the Le gis latu re app ointe d  
commissione rs to invest and administer funds derived from s ale 
of · academy lands.
2 
It was the custom of the early settle rs o f  Tennes s ee 
as soon as was practical after set tleme nt of any part i cular 
se ction to arr ange f or the e duc at ion ot the youth of the 
community. 
Ande rson Academy in Cocke C ounty w a s name d in hono r 
o f  Judge Jose ph Anderson, who was acting as territorial j udge 
and one of the f irst judge s appointed for Tenne ssee as a 
state . The first trustees named by an Ac t of General As �embly 
for Anderson Academy were de signated September 13 , 1806 . The s e  
truste e s  were I s aac Le onard , Abraham McKay , Peter · Fine , Daniel 
1 
Philip H .  Hame r ,  Tennessee, A H i s t orx ( New York : 
American Histo ri cal Soc ie ty, 1933) , P •  353 . 
2 -
Good speed ,  �· oi t . , p .  420. 
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McPhe ar s on ,  and Will iam Lil lard . 3 Additi onal truste e s  were 
appointe d O c tob e r  17 , 1811 ; the se were Dr . Will iam Helm Sr. , 
Henry Stephens , Will iam Garrett , and Charl e s  T .  Por te r .4 
Trus te e s  had been name d , the name s e le c te d ,  but s till 
the a c ademy had not be en built . · The re was no money for the 
building of a s chool . The idea of taxat i on was repugnant to 
the se e arly s e t tl ers of Cocke County , so a lottery s cheme was  
adop ted . On O ctober 28 , 1813 , Le gi s l ature appointed tru stee s 
and a uthori zed them to conduc t a lot te ry for the b ene fit of 
Anderson Academy . The se truste e s  w e re : Will iam Garre tt , 
Franc is Jack son C arter , Cha rle s T .  Porter , John Shie ld s ,  Thomas 
Fow le r ,  Harry Stephens , and William Lillard . The re quirement s 
for the lot tery w e re ( 1 )  t o  r ai s e  a s um not excee d ing $5 , ooo . oo, 
( 2 )  to give bond for pe rformance of duty , ( 3 )  to a 9ver tise  in 
the Knoxv ille Gaze tte the time and pla ce or t he d rawi ng ,  <4> 
t o  deduc t a re as on able s um f or expens es  and t he re s idue to be 
turne d ove r t o  the treasure r of the Board of Trus tees ·  or 
Ande rson Ac ademy . The money was ra ised  by the lottery and the 
buildi ng put up .in the ye ar s  be tween 1813 and 1815 . By Act 
of November 12 , 1817 , Col one l Alexander Smit h, Francis J.  
Cart e r ,  a nd A�gus ti ne Jenkins w e re the trus te e s  for Anderson 
Academy . 5 
3McSween,  £2• c it . ,  P •  8 .  
4rb id . ,  P •  9. ---
5Mosween, .!2..2.• ·ill· 
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Anders on Academy was located one mile w e s t  of Old 
Newport , on· a hill fronting the home or William Garre tt and 
on t he le ft side of the r oad le ading from Old Newport to the 
William Garre tt home , whi ch is  now the Seehorn pl ace . This 
land was not ins ide the Gillel and fifty acre tra c t donated 
for Newpor t , but Ande rson Academy was to be  cons idered one ot 
the public buildings of Newport . Thi s academy was a 
Presbyte rian enterprise ;  mos t or the teachers we re minis ters 
of the Pre sbyte rian Church. The te achers w e re Mr. R. Rudo lph, 
of Virgini a,  in 1813 ;  the Rev .  Robert McAlpin and Rev . 
Nathanie l Hood , Pre sbyteri an ministers ; Benj amin Boulden ,  a 
graduate of the Universi ty of Virginia , in 1835 ;  Montgomery 
Randolph; and David V .  Stokely, in 1849 , when t he s chool 
clos e d . 6 
In 1836, the Tenne s see Le gi slature e s tablished the 
office of Supe rintendent of Public Ins tructi on ;  this  office 
was abolished in 1844. Col . Robert H. McEwen w a s the firs t 
s upe rint end e nt ; he s a id . tha t ac ademie s were ne ce s s ary for the 
proper ins truction of the communi t ies . .Instruction was  E? i ven 
in the branche s usually pursue d  in s uch s choo ls . The anc ient 
and modern lang.uage s were t aught o The Cons titutional Convention 
of 183� said that the duty or all future General Assemblie s was 
to  che rish " lite rature and s cience" . ? 
�ims , .QE.• ill· ,  P •  17 • 
7Goodspeed , � ·  �. , P •  428 . 
The Academy wa s to 
·� 
deve lop mo ral and sp iritual na tu re , to e mphas ize c ultural 
e duc a t i on ,  and to de ve lop the inte lle c t .  The youth of Cocke 
County w as e duc ate d  by the proc e s s  of imbibing the le arning 
and w i s dom or the older colonie s and or t he o ld wo rld , or 
adapt ing themse lve s to new c ondi-t i ons , a nd or de ve l op ing 
cha racte r .  The academy w as c ons ide re d  a c o l le ge pr ep ara to ry 
ins t i tut ion . An adve rt i seme nt in a Knoxvi lle pape r in 1813 
s t at e d : " Spell ing , Re adi ng , Wri t ing , and Ari thme t i c  t aught a t  
$10 . 00 p e r  annum , a t  t he s chool hous e ,  f i rewo od t o  b e  fUrnishe d  
�qually , pa yment made quarterly . n 8 
The Academy Moni e s of 1836 w e re a s urp lus a c c umula te d 
i n  t he Unit e d  State s Tre asury .  Thi s money w as t o  be app or­
t i one d among the State s ; the amount re ce ived by Te nne s s e e  
w a s  d i s tribut e d  among the c ount i e s . By Act o f  1839-1840, 
Chap te r 1 02 ,  Ander s on A c ademy w a s de c lare d  t o  be the Academy 
in C oc ke C ounty t o  re ce i ve the money from the Trea s ury for 
the purp o s e s of e du cat ion . Thi s money , about s ix or eight 
thou s and d oll ars , w a s put in .t he han d s  of tru ste e s  who l oan�d 
i t  a t  i nte re s t and app l i e d  t he inte re s t � t o  the s al a r i e s  or 
te ache rs . N ow , _ tui t i on w as ab oli s he d , and a ll young me n and 
wome n  of the c ounty und e r  a certain age had t he right t o  
at te nd s cho ol fre e o f  any charge . Thi s w a s t he f irst fre e 
s chool . P a rt o f  t he Academy Moni e s  w a s appropr+ated for the 
bu ildi ng wh ich w a s  to re pla ce Andettson Academr •
. . 
The only · 
SHame r ,  .2E, .  .£!!• , P • 354 • 
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mention of s chool supplies  that c ould be found was in a 
j ournal of one of the town ' s  e arly s tore s .  I t  state s : 
11Wedne·sday ,  May 24, 1837 , Thomas Gorman purchased  one slate 
fo r fifty cents . On June 5 ,  1838 , Charles  Morrell bought one 
gros s or p aper for twenty-five c ents . "9 
... 
On April 19 , 1847 , a c ommon s chool conve nt ion held at 
Knoxville was made up of repre sentati ves  from Cocke , Greene , 
Hawkins , C la iborne , Jeffers on, Blount 1 Knox , Roane , Marion , 
and And e rson Countie s . A_ memori al t o  the Legis lature was  
adopted ,  re commending the appointment of  a board of  education 
for e ach c ounty; the ir  dutie s should be t o  examine applicant.s 
and grant license s to te achers , t o  publ ish a monthly j ournal 
devoted  t o  educa� ion , t o  appoint a Supe rintendent of Public 
1 0  
. Ins truction ,  and to tax pr ope rty to s upport s chools . 
The build ing hous ing Ande rs on Academy had be come 
delapid ated ,  and on January 26 , 1848, Legi slature p assed  an 
act  authori zing the t rus tees  of Anderson Academy to remove it  
from i ts s ite t o  the t own of Newport . 11 The location o f  the 
new building was on the hill oppos i te the court house in 
Newp ort . When the building w as completed and the s chool mov�d ,  
i t  became Newport Academy. 
9Rankin and Pulli am, Journal , i837-1838 , p .  316 . 
lOGood speed , � ·  �. , ·p . 428 ' 
11 Mims ., .2£• �. , p .  17 . 
' 
Newpor t Academy 
The Act of January 26 , 1848 , authorized the removal 
of Ande rson Academy to Newp ort . The build ing s i te was  on 
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the hi ll oppos ite the c ourthous e . John Seabolt , of Dandridge , 
Tenne s se e ,  w as the contra ctor .  The build ing w a s  a two  s tory · 
brick build ing ; the fi rs t floor had three cla s srooms , and the 
s e c ond fl oor was  a la rge ha ll w i th . a cup ola , or ,be lfry , fif ty 
fee t  from the ground . The bu il ding w as comple ted and re ady 
for us e in 1 850.  
The te a che rs a t  Newport Acade my from 1850 unt i l  1861 
were : Henry L. Davie s ,  Ple a s ant Wi tt Ande rson , Jame s Davie s ,  
Re v .  W .  Harvey Smith , Jame s Manning , D .  Ward Stua rt , Robe rt 
Ragan, Miss  Ra chel Wadde ll , and then Ben j am in Boulden in 
1861 .  Wri t ing w as t aught in thi s  s chool , pokeberr ie s we re 
us ed t o  make ink , and the teacher made pe ns from goose quills . 
The s chool w as se ld om more than thre e months and had a hundred 
pup ils enrolle d .  There w e re few b ooks a like , and many us e d  
the s ame bo ok . On Fri days the more advance d pup i l s  had " t o  
say spe e che s " . The se at s  we re . ma de o r  logs ; the re w e re no 
de sks . 
During the Civil War practical ly all s chools , b oth 
p rivate and p ublic , w e re c losed  thro ughout the s tate . Newport 
Ac ade my w as c los ed in 1 861 . Profe,ssor Benj amin Bould e n  had 
trained many of the b oys in the AcadeDIJ; several J o ined the 
tw o a rmie s . 
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The re c on s tru ct i on of pub l i c  educ a t i on w a s ba s e d  upon 
the A c t  of 1867 . No t t a r  from the banks of P i ge on Rive r ,  
se ve r al ya rd s  f ro m  the pr e s e nt Co cke · C o unty Memor i a l Bui ld ing , 
the re w a s a school he ld a t  the Pis gah Pre sbyte r i a n  Church 
( s e e  page 35 ) . Pupi ls from various part s of the c ounty w al ke d  
to th i s  s chool . The t e a che rs i n  the Pis gah Pre sbyte rian 
S cho ol w e re , in 1867 , Colone l W. W .  Langhorne , a lawye r  w ho 
had b e e n  a dmi tted to t he bar in Lynchburg , Vi rg ini a ;  Wil liam 
R .  Maynard ; E .  s .  Malone y ;  I s a ac Haskins ; Ge orge Ru s s e l l ; Re v .  
D .  F .  Smith , from Hawkin s County , who w as principa l  f o r  thre e 
or f our ye a rs and ta ught Gre e k  and Lat in . 
In 1875 , the Ma s on i c  Hall w a s  b u i lt on land d on ate d 
by Maj o r  Thomas s .  Gorman to b e  us e d  fore ve r for that purpo s e  
or t o  re ve rt t o  the Gorman he ir s .  The bu i lding w a s  finan c e d  
b y  the Newpor t Lod ge , Numbe r 234. Thi s . tw o s t ory bri ck 
bui ld i ng wa s us e d  by the Mas ons and for a s chool . The Ma s ons 
us e d  the s e c ond fl oor f or the i r  me e t ing s ;  the f ir s t  fl oor 
had pa rt i t i ons a nd c ould be us e d  as tw o s chool r o oms . The 
Newp ort Woman ' s  Club �gre e d  t o  pay fo r the · s e a ts t o  supply the 
new s chool . E a ch se at w a s to c os t  not more than tw o d oll ars 
and f if ty c ent s . For ty - thre e wome n s ubscri be d  $117 . 00 t o  
s upply the s cho ol w it h  s e venty s e a t s . The s e  s e a t s , o r  de sks , · 
w e re s t o u t  and s ol id w i th a t able top fo r wri ti ng and an under 
compartment for b ooks . Each s e at c ould a c c ommod a te two pup il s . 
In 1876 ,  t he s c ho ol mov e d  to t he Mas onic Hall . 
The firs t  principal of Newp ort Academy , or  Newport 
School , a fte r it  had moved to the Masonic Hall w as Prof. W .  
R .  Maynard . Prof . John Calfee taught the gi rl ' s . room for 
many ye ars ; Prof . D .  A .  Smith t aught the b oys . In 187 8 , --­
Brown w as princi pal ; Mi s s  Sally ·Wils on,  the as s i s tant 
princ ipa l .  In 1879 , Mis s  Fanny Lewis tau ght there . 
In 1898,  the city of Newport purchase d a ' s e c tion of 
the McSween farmland , .  on Pe ck Ave nue (now Mims Ave nue ) ,  as a 
s ite for the city s chool . The building w as made pos s ible by 
bond . i s s ue s  of $8, 000 for t he location and . the b uild1ng . Mr . 
C .  S. Kenne dy , a bri ck mason and ·c ontrao tor , bui lt the s chool 
in i898 . This new s chool , now Newpor t School ,  was open to 
any child who w ished to enter. No tuition was re quired .  
When the s chool opene d ,  grammar and high s chool work we re 
offe red . The te ache rs in 1898 were : John Hi cks , Jennie Carson ,  
Mrs . Rockwe ll , Suadd ie Sus ong , and Mrs . Wiley Jone s ,  who 
t aught p i ano . In 1899 , Mr . W .  D .  McSwee n be came pri ncip al . In 
1900 , the te ache rs were Mr . R .  Robeson ,  Adel i�e Sus ong , and 
Mr . W .  D .  McSw een. In 1901 , Mr . Robe son be came the prin�ipal ; 
in 1902 ,  Mr . R .  P .  Driskill was added and Mi s s  Brenda Davis 
c ame t o  te ach musi c .  
The first  e i ght grade s we re mode le d  after the grading 
I 
sy stem of the Knoxvi lle s chools which were more advanced than 
1 
any othe r of  the Eas t Tenne s see scho ols . The higher grade s 
t aught cla s s i cal sub je cts . The commencement exe rcise s were 
• 
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he ld in the Opera House , a t  the corne r of Church S tree t ,  now 
Broadw ay , and McSwe en Avenue . Ye ars later t hey we re he ld in 
the Court House . Mrs . Sam Harri s , the e xpre s s i on teacher,  
arrange d the progra ms , wh ich were five nights of  enterta in­
me nt . Flowe rs would be tos sed from the a udie nce for the 
spe ake rs in re cognition of the ir abilitie s .  Each s tud ent 
spoke . Pla ys , song s ,  re ci tations , compri sed  . the program . 
Some _of the s ubje cts  tau ght at Newpor t Academy we re : 
ge ography , from a text writ ten in 1865 ; Mitche ll ' s  Atlas , 
compris ing maps , statist ical t able s ,  and othe r data de signed 
to b e  us ed w ith Mi tchell ' s  School and Family Ge ograpgy, 
pr inted in 1849 ; re ading ; writing;  spe lling from a d ic tionary; 
ari thme tic ;  Ame ri can his tory;  Ree d  and Ke l log 1 s  Grammar, 
e spe ci ally di agrammi ng . 
With iron d e terminat ion that makes no c ompromis e w ith 
frivolity,  the people de cided  that t he s chool should be an 
ins titut ion of the c las sic al type . Greek , Latin, mathemati c s , 
hi story , and Engl ish w ere taught . What ma ttered w as to know 
Vi rgi l ,  Cice ro ,  Euclid , to devel op truth, vi rtue , and rel igi on 
in orde r to develop the inne r be ing. 
Parrott svi lle Academy 
The people of Parrottsville have had f rom the very 
earliest  days a de ep intere s t  in a s chool for the ir  b oys and 
gir ls . The y w e re not s a tis fied with me relJ re ad ing and w rit­
ing t aught in many communit ie s .  The se  peop�e arranged ' to. 
have an ins ti tut ion which . offe red e ducational tra ining some ­
what compa rable to  the high schools or a later  day , though 
there s e ems t o · be no clear d iffe rence 1n the grade s or w o rk 
undertake n in " schoo ls " , " seminarie s" , and · e ven "college"  in 
the la ter ye ars . 
Pri or to the Civil War,  schools were . taught 1n 
Parrottsville by Mrs . Catherine Winnifred , Profe ssor Henry 
L .  Davi e s , Pro fe s s or Benjamin Boulden, who t aught at Parrott s­
ville from 1846-1850,  then again from 1857 to 1858.  Some of 
Profes sor Boulde n ' s students  in 1846 were J.  J .  Burne t te , 
M . L .  Burne tte , John Huff , Henry Coulter,  thre e s ons of John 
E .  Patton,  Robert Huff , J.  H . Clark ,  D. A .  Mims. ,  and David 
V .  Stoke ly.  Some or Profe s s or Boulde n ' s s tudents in 1857• 
1858 we re : Lt . R .  A . McNabb , Ge orge McNabb , Ge orge Row e , 
Jame s McLaughl in , J. V • . Parrott , a nd Je rome Shields . 12 
Profe s sor Patrick Gle n t aught s eve ral terms of s cho ol in 
Parro tt sville be fore the Civil War . 
The type  of building wh ich house d  the se e arly schools 
was de scribed in Capta in Robert Ragan ' s de s cript ion or the 
life or a pilot for the Union Army .  Colone l Ragan had been 
a school te acher , and he j oine d  the Union ArmJ as  a pi lo t ,  
one who undertook to guide thos e who w anted t o  j oin the Union 
Army through t he Confe de rate line s . . Colone l Ragan said : 
12 
McSwe en , .21?.• ill· I p. a .· 
The pilots  conveye d me to  Kentucky,  in 1863 . 
Abo ut four hundre d Union s ympathizers in the Knob 
se ct ion of Coc ke County re fused t o  go into the 
Confe de ra te Army . The Confe dera tes  he ard of them 
and sent a man named Le adbe ate r  w ith his c ommand to 
Parrott sville to lo ok after the se me n.  With a l arge 
force he w ent into the c ountry and c aptured one 
hundred men and brought them to Parro tt sville where 
the army was  in camp . They pla ced the men in a 
large one s tory frame s cho olhouse and placed  a 
he avy guard around the s choolhous e prison • • • • •  13 
From 1869 to  1870,  Dr. Darius Ne as , Calvin Ott inger 
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and Jame s Armit age taught s chools in Parrot tsville ·. After the 
Civi l Wa r ,  in about 1875 , c itizens of Parrot t sville , name ly , 
Dr . B .  F .  Bel l ,  Creek  Boye r,  Frank Easte rly , Jim Larue , and 
M.  L .  Palmer,  paid fi ve hundred do lla rs e a ch and purcha sed 
the home of Robert Roadman to  e s tabl ish a s cho ol . Thi s Road-· 
man home was one of the few mans ions of the county;  it had 
thre e s t orie s with t welve la rge ro oms , three gre at halls , and 
a s tairway in ea ch hall . The e ntire front of the s e c ond 
s t ory could be t hrown int o one ro om, the ballro om .  From the 
outs i de , t wo s tairways le d t o  a por t i co on the s e c ond floor 
thus e nabl ing gue s t s  t o  ente r and depart without going through 
the front entrance . A bri ck te rrace w as pa rt or the front 
from w hich bri ck paving extended to t he street . The pre sent 
Me thod i s t  Church wa s built  on the foundat ion and fi rs t s t ory 
of. thi s  house . 
Thi s same group or men who purchased the Roadman home 
l3Robert A. Ragan , Es cape From East  Tenne s see to the 
Fe deral Line s (Knoxville : Historical Socle t7, 1910) , p .  5. 
71 
formed the bo ard or trus te e s  and ele c ted the te a che rs for t he 
s cho ol . The s chool was a s ubs cript i on s choo l , Parrot t svi lle 
Academy . Thi s Academy w as und e r  t he dire ct i on or Ge orge R .  
Stuart , ass isted  by Thoma s Robe son.  Ge orge Rutle dge Stua rt 
remaine d p rinc ipal of t he s cho ol f or f ive ye ars in al l .  H i s  
su c ce s s  w as ma rve ll ous ; the s ch ool w as bui lt up until i t  was 
draw ing pup i l s  from all ove r  the re gi on .  No b oy or girl was 
too poor t o  come ; he ins i s ted that they come to s cho ol and he 
se .t them t o  work a t  s ome t hi ng . In 1915 , Ge or ge R .  Stua rt 
wrote : 
Abo ut fo rty ye ars ago I had charge of what is now 
Parro t ts v ille Colle ge , in the lit tle vi l lage of 
Parrottsville , Tenne s s ee . I travel led a ll . ove r  that 
mountai n se cti on ,  urging what is known as the common 
mo unt ain p eople t o  e ducate the ir children.  I t ook 
the ir pro duce , c at tle , hogs , or hor se s ;  made any or 
all kinds of arrangement s to make it pos s ib le for · 4 even the poore s t  man to  g ive hi s chi ld an e duc ati on. 1 · 
Mr . Jame s Penl and su c ceede d  Mr . S tuart e The re was a 
di spute ove r t he hi ring or a te a cher and in 1885 there w a s  a 
divi si on in the s chool . Profe s sor J .  W .  Luc as tau ght the new 
s chool , a nd for five ye ars two s chool s  were ope rated e 
In 1890,  the bo ard of truste e s  s o ld t he ir pr ope rty t o  
the Me thod is t Epis copal Church , whi ch for many years ope ra te d  
a s cho ol , Parrottsvi lle Sem ina ry . This ins t itut ion re ce ived 
money f rom the Me thodi st Church; it had been bought because 
14w.  W .  Pins on, Ge orge R .  Stua rt : Lite and Work 
{ Nashvi lle : .. Coke sbucy Pres s , 1927 ),  p • .  605. 
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Parrott sville had been chosen as  Camp Grounds w here Method i s t  
pre ache rs conduc ted  c amp mee t ings . Tho se who con tribute d mos t  
t o  purchse or the s chool were John F .  Elli s on ,  J .  C .  Easterl7 , 
and Samue l P .  Harne d . In addi ti on to grammar and high scho ol 
w ork two ye ars of co llege w ork were given . In connec tion 
with Parrottsvi lle S emina ry wa s c onducte d one o r  the thre e 
high s chools , s o  that any student under tw enty-one w as en­
t it le d  to a ttend e ithe r high s chool , providi ng they had 
pas sed s ati s factor ily the f ifth grade before the co unty 
supe r intendent . No tuit i on w as re qui red  of the se  stud ents . 1S 
The catalog of Parro ttsvi lle Seminary fo r the ye ar 
19 09 -1910 lis ts the curriculum for the high s chool and 
Seminary c ourse , a s  the following table show s . 
I . 
l.5Annuai Catalog, .2£• ill• , . P •  S .  
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TABLE I 
HIGH SCHOOL AND SEMINARY C OURSE 
Grade First Semester Second Semester 
Tenth Chr istian Ethics Christian Ethics 
Grade General History Solid Geometry 
Plane Geometry Caesar 
Latin English Literature 
English Grammar Elements of Zoolo�y 
Ninth Rhetoric (Reed, Keliog) English Literature 
Grade Physics (Gage) Algebra (Higher) 
Algebra (Higher ) Latin Grammar 
Latin Grammar Agri culture 
Physics ( Gage ) 
Eighth Algebra Algebra 
Grade Geology of Tennessee Latin Grammar 
Bookkeeping Good Morals and 
Arithmetic Gentle Manners 
Grammar Engl i sh 
Seventh Engl ish Gramnar Engl i sh Grammar 
Grade U. S • His tory (Lee ) U .  s .  History (Lee) 
Algebra Algebra 
Arithmetic Arithmet ic 
Hist�� of Tenne ssee Histo_ry_ of England 
Cosby Ac ademy 
C os by Academy w a s  founded by the Home Mi s s ion Bo ard 
of the Southe rn Bap ti st C onvent i on,  the Ea s t  Tenne s s e e  
Baptis t As s o c i a ti on ,  and the intere s te d  ci tizens of C ocke 
C ounty , pa rti cula rl y  in the Cos by communit y ,  fo r the purpose 
of· g iving the young pe op le of the remot e s e c t ions o f  Co cke 
and adj oining c ountie s an oppor tunity to re ce ive highe r 
educ ati on ne ar the i r  own home s .  
The e arly s chools be fore the founding of the Academy 
were sub s cription s chools in the s urround ing communit ie s  
around Cosby .  The se s chool s  la sted from two to s ix w e eks . 
Some of the se w ould be a r ithme t i c s chool s ; some , wri ting 
s chool s .  Jacob Shult s and Jack Shie lds taught s everal 
se s s ions of  s chool s of two months durat ion . 
In the ye ar 18�4, Mr .  Is aac Allen, Esq. , gave a tr act 
of l and t o  the church know n as Allen ' s  Grove . He re w as log 
building to  be used fo r re ligious and educati onal purp ose s ) 
and w as the fi rs t to b e  us e d  f or educ at ion . Thi s  bui lding 
s e rve d unt i l  1906 w hen the c ounty hire d Wyl ie Hic ks t o  b�i ld 
a fr ame build ing . 
In 1912 , Mr . A .  E .  Brown of the Bapt i s t Home Mi s s i on 
Board offered to the p e ople of C os by thi s  p lan c once rning the 
building of a s chool : the Home Mis s ion Boa rd would ma tch the 
money ra ised by the loc a l  pe ople t o  e stablish a hi gh s chool at 
C o sby . Re v .  Will We aver c anvas sed the oountr,rside dur ing the · 
7S 
next summer to raise money to  e s tablish a s chool . Mr . J .  W .  
Padge t t  gave the land on which the s chool w as b uilt . Mr . 
John We aver  and Mr. Will We aver gave timber wh i ch w as used  to  
build t he school and dormi tory . The bricks we re made by John 
Allen,  one or the first se tt lers of Cosby. Prac tically e very­
one · living in the Cosby s e cti on gave money , materials , or 
time to the building of t he school . 16 The Home Bo ard gave 
tw o t hous and seven hundred doll ars , and the Ea st  Tenne s see 
Associat ion gave four thous and dollars for the buildi ng of 
the s chool .  
The ne w school had t w o  buildings , the adminis trat ion 
building and the girl ' s  dormitory . The t e ache r.s and t he boys 
had ro oms in the se cond s t ory or the adminis t ra tion building . 
The cla s srooms w e re  on the f irs t floor. During the next three 
ye ars , the s chool doubled  in enrollment and the number of 
te ache rs was increas ed .  Be cause o f  the la rge numb e r  of board-
ing s tudent s who c ame f rom e very part of Coc ke and ne ighboring 
countie s ,  it  be came ne ce ss ary t o  build a se cond d9r�i tory ,  
whi ch w as occupie d by t he gi rl s ;  and the ·older  one w as then 
used by the boys . 
The s cho ol was _ under the supe rvi si on of the Bapt ist  
Home Mi s s i on Boa rd .  A loc al bo ard of trus te e s  wa s compos ed 
of A.  A . Owens , G . W . Allen , Sam Wils on, Sam McSwe en , John 
l6M .  G .  Robe rt s ,  "Hi story of Cosby Schools . "  Pl ain 
Talk and Tribune , May 19�1 . 
Holder,  Will Weaver,  John We aver , and A .  E .  Roberts . Cosby 
Academy opened  in 1914 with L .  c .  Kims ey , of Georgia , a s  
princ ipal . The re w a s  an enrollment o f  seventy-one and the 
addition o f  thirty-five ne w pupils in the spring . The 
curriculum w as ma de up of a twelve ye ar course , and i t  w as 
planne d to g ive one year of co llege w ork .  The t ui tion for the 
academ ic , se
_
oond ary , departmen� w as two d ollars and fifty 
cent s  for the month plus incidental s ,  for which a fee  of ten 
cents  pe r month w as c ha rged . A Profe s sor Bowen of Carson­
Newman Colle ge , Je ffers on City ,  Tenne s see , was p r.l ncipal 
follow ing P.  c .  Williams who came t o  the school in 1915. Mrs . 
Will iams t aught in this  mis s ion s choo l . Prpfe ss or Bow en w as 
followed by R .  L . Marshall , of Sevier County, and a Prof . 
Turner of Alabama . L .  R .  Watso n was the princi pal during the 
t ime the s tate began t o  furnish trans p ortation to  the other · 
county high schools • This bus service to  other s chools c aused 
the enrollment of the Ac ademy t o  de crea se . In 1935 , the 
Bap t i st s  s old t he s chool to Cocke County for $5 , 000.  
The curri culum of Cosby Academy was  based on the 
fundame ntals , foll ow ing what i s  t erme d the Latin Course in 
the Academ ie s . This s chool t aught Bible in addi ti on to  
mathematic s , Latin , Engl ish, ge ography, and . his torJ•  
1 
I 
' ·  
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Cocke Countr High Schoo l 
Beginnings 
Prior to 1917 , the re were three high s cho ols in Cocke 
County , Tenne s see : Newpor t Academy,  Parrot tsville Seminary , 
and Edwina High School . The Newport s chool offere d  a three 
year course , and Parrottsville and Edwina offe re d two ye ar 
cour se s . 
The need  for a four-year high sc�ool le d to the con­
solidat ion or the s chools int o one county high s chool . In 
the Apri l term or County Court in 1916 , a re so lut ion was  
pa s sed providi ng for the s ale �r $3 0, 000 in high s cho ol bonds , 
.conditi oned on a s uit�ble s i te being pro vi ded by the town or 
Newport . At the July t e rm  or the s ame ye ar the bond is sue 
w as rati fie d on the adopt i on or the re port or the c ommitt ee  
which had pr ov id ed a s i te for the school . The b onds were 
sold Sep tember 10 , 1916 , and c ontra cts  for c ons truct ion, 
plumbing , · heating, and light ing w ere made De cembe r  21 of the 
s ame year . Work began on the building in the sp ri ng of 1917 . 
The new build ing was loc ated on a b e aut iful , elevated 
site  fronting Church Street , now Broadway.  The s i te was a 
part or a s ixteen acre farm sele cte d for agri cultural 
demons tration purpose s :for the school . The build ing w as a 
thre e s t orr s tru. cture , o·r b ri ck ,  conta ining e ight c la ss rooms , 
aud itorium, and s tudy hall , two offi ce s ,  l ibrary , gymnas ium, 
and teachers res t  rooms . The Department or Domestic Science 
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was e quipped wi th oil and ele ctric s tove s for cooking and 
w i th ma chfne s for sewing purpos e s . The Manual Trai ning Depart­
me nt was e quipped w i th wood-working tools , mot or d ri ven 
machine s ,  and apparatus for us e in me chan ic al drawing . Lab­
.oratorie s  for the teaching of s cience and agriculture were 
provided . An · athle t ic fie ld for b aseball , football,  a nd tenni s  
w a s  one o f  the intere s t ing fe ature s of the school sys tem .  
.. ' 
The s chool opened in the fall of 1917 with M .  T .  C arlisle 
as principal and a faculty made up of : Mis s · Ste lla . Bai ley,  
English;  Roy T .  Campbel l ,  Agri culture ; Mis s Katherine Bradley, 
Lat in ;  Mi ss Katheri ne Owen , His to� ;  Mis s Anna Lou Clames , 
" 17 Dome s t ic .Science ; M . C .  Wilson ,  Manual Training • .  
By an agreement be twe en the County High School Board 
and the Board of Educ ation of the City of Newp ort arrangeme nt s 
were made for t he ei ghth grade to  b e  taught in the County High 
School . Any student in the county who had f ini shed the seventh . 
year of e lement ary s chool could enter the county high s chool 
and f inis h his preparat ion for hi gh s chool . The d ormit ory tor 
the b oarding s tudents  was  l ocated on the corner of Linco ln 
Avenue and Second Street . This build ing w as a f our-s tory 
build ing later calle d  the Cheroke e Hote l .  Stud ents living in 
the d ormitory .were unde r the supe rvis ion of teachers who lived 
in the dormi tory . Expenses were pro rated acc ord ing to a 
l7Bulle tin ot Central High School , ( Newport : He ald 
Publi shing Company , 1918), P •  4. . 
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cooperative plan ; ther w e re no t t o  exceed twelve dollars per 
school month. The bulletin tor 1917-1918 lis.ts the following 
curri culums offered .  
'•' 
I • 
.. � 
TABLE I I  
FOUR CURR ICULUMS .OF CENTRAL HIGH 
Grade Cla s s ical Scie ntific Agri culture 
! 
Ninth Engl ish Engl i sh Engl i sh 
Grammar Grannnar Grannnar 
Ari thme tio Arit hme t i c Ari thmetic 
Bo tany Biology Biology 
Latin English Agri . I 
. Hi sto_cy_ 
Tenth Rhe toric  Rhet ori c Rhe toric 
Anc ient Ancie nt Anc ient 
Hi story His tory Hi story 
Algebra Algebra I Algebra 
Latin Phys iography Agri . II  
. French I 
Eleventh Rhe tor i c  Rhe toric Rhetoric  
Plane Plane Plane 
Ge ome trry Ge ome try Geome try 
Phys ics  Phys ics  Physics 
Lat in Medie val & Manua l Tr.  I 
Mode rn His t .  Me die val & 
French II  Mode rn His t .  
. .  
Twe lfth Compositi on Comp os it ion Compos iti on 
Solid Ge om. Solid Geom. Solid Geom. 
Am .  Hi sto ry Am . His tory 1 Am. Hi sto ry 
Civ ic s  Civ ic s  Ci  vi e s  
Trigonome try Tri gonome try Man . Tr . II 
Latin Chemis try Chemi stry 
.: 
I 
I 
' . 
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Dome s tic  
Scie nce 
Engli sh 
Grannnar 
Arithme tic 
Biology 
Dom . Art 
I 
Rhe toric 
Ancient 
Hi story 
Algebra 
Home Ec . I 
French I 
Rhe toric 
Plane 
Ge ome try 
Physics  
Dom . Arts  
II 
French II 
Cornposi t io n 
Solid Ge om • 
Am. Hi s t or 
Civi cs 
Home Ec . I 
Chemis try_ 
y 
I 
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TABIE I II 
COURSES OF STUDY FOR CENTRAL HIGH 
Grade 
Ninth 
Lat in C ourse 
Ari thme t i c (We ll s ) 
Algebra ( Milne ) 
English Grammar 
Lat in ( Pear sons ) 
English His tory 
Biology ( Hunte r )  
Writing � Current Event s 
Spell ing 
Tenth Algebra ( Mi lne ) 
Rhet oric ( Lew is & Hos ie ) 
Cla s s ics  
Cae s ar 
Am .  His tory & C ivi cs  
Writ ing & Curr�nt Eve nts 
Spe ll ing 
Eleventh Ge ome try (Wentworth ) 
Am . Literature 
Cice ro ( Bennett ) 
. French ( Fraser ) 
Writing & Current Events 
Spe ll ing ( Chew ) : 
Twe lfth Solid Ge ome t r.r  ( Smi th ) 
Engli sh Lite rature -
Cla s s i c s  
Ve rgil ( Knapp ) 
French . .  
Physic s ( Chute ) 
Wri ting , Current Events : 
Spe lling 
Scie nc e Course  
Ari thmetic  (We ll s ) 
Algebra ( Milne ) 
English Grammar 
Agri culture ( Nolan )  
Do.me s tic  Art 
Biology ( Hunter )  
Wri ting & Current Events 
Spelling 
Manual Tra ining 
Algebra ( Milne ) 
Rhe tori c  ( Lewis  & Hos ie ) 
Class i c s · 
Agricul ture (Harpe r )  
Am . His to ry  & Civi cs 
Wri t ing & Current Eve nts ·  
Spe lling 
Manual Trein in� 
Plane Ge ome try ( Smith ) 
Am . Literat ure 
Phys iology 
Physical Geography 
Wri t ing & Current Eve nts 
Spe lling 
Dome s t ic  Art 
Manual Training 
Sol id G� ome try ( Smith ) 
Trigonome try (Wells ) · 
Engl ish Li te rature 
Phys ic s 
History , Anc ie n t ,  Medieval 
Commercial  Law 
Writ ing , Current Eve nts 
Spe l ling 
Economic s  ( Bull oc k ) 
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The announcement of the s c hool for the s ohool ye ar 
1919-1920 l i s t e d  tw o c o urse s of s tudy .  No te the Tab le III . 
In 1940, the ne w agri cult ure bu ilding and t he home 
e conomi c s  c ot t age w as adde d . Thi s added ' to the curri culum 
four ye ars of vocati onal a gricu l·ture , and the home e oon omi c s  
dep artment w a s  e nl arged . In 1943 , a new add iti on w a s  adde d 
t o  the old b uilding ; thi s inc lude d a gymnas ium and more 
clas sro oms . 
C oc ke  County High S chool h as change d ove r the many 
ye ars in enrollment be c ause the town ha s  incre as e d  in s ize . 
Naturally ,  the s i ze of t he s choo l de termine s the numbe r of · 
te a�he r s . and s ub j e ct s  ta ught . The fo ll owi ng tab l $  Show s the · 
inc re a se in the numb e r of pupils e nro lle d  and the numb er ot 
t'e a cqe rs . in t he s chool s . 
Ye ar 
lc; 18 
1c; 2 7 
1Q30 
C ocke County 
H igh 
Fac u l ty Pup i l s  
7 1:37 
9_ ltl9 11 3/5 . 
14- 435 
19 . 527 
.. 
TABLE IV 
Cosby High 
Fa cu l ty P up i l s  
5 12 2 
tj 173 
Parro t t s vi l l e  
H i �h 
F a cul ty ; Puu i l s 
b �90 
2 lJ_ts 
2 41 
5 121 
ts lt12 
83 
By referring to page thirty-eight , one · may see _ that 
I 
the popul ation of Newp ort was 2 , 753 in 1920, while the 
approximate number of pupils  in the high s chool was  one 
hundred eighty nine . In 1940, there were 435 pup ils en- · 
rolled , end the populat ion of Newpor t had increased to 3 , 573 . 
In 1950, the enrollment was 527 w hi le the populat ion was · 
7 , 263 . · . Thus one ot the major reason� for an expanded 
curriculum w as the added number of pupils .  
Agri cul ture has been t au ght in t he Cocke County High 
School s ince it s beginning in 1917 . Change s have been made , 
however, to suit the needs of the c ommunity . The Ag�ic ulture 
, building , e re cted in 1940 for. a cost  of $25,500 . 00 now house s 
· · clas srooms for veterans , a workship , and wo rking sp ace fo r 
the boys . The people of the community paid $4, 000 ori the , 
building . 
Bus iness  Education a�d Vocational Agriculture s eem to  
be  the only subjects added because of  community demands . A 
campaign has been made in 1951-1952 by the lo cal newspaper, 
Pla in Talk·  and Tribune, fo r driver training, · but this subject 
has not yet been added t o  the curriculum . 
Many of the gradua te s wo rk at Enka Corporati on, Lowland , 
Tennes see , s ome in the office s, s ome in ,the plant ; which 
manufacture s rayon . Some · o r  the gradu ates work at Stoke ly 
Brothe rs , Newp ort, Tenne ssee , in the p lant ; few work in the · 
• I t � 
oftice torce . The curri culum has not changed t o  mee t  the 
� I  ) l ' X I • 
, ·  
ne e d s  of t he se s tude nts othe r  tha t tho s e  who .have ne eded . the 
bus ine s s e d ucati on fo r o ff i c e  wo rk . 
Spe e ch Art s Cour se was ad ded a s  an outgrow th of the 
plays and dramat i c  c lub s f orme d in t he s cho ol . Thi s  course , 
adde d in 1939 , w as not re adi ly . re cogni zed as ne e de d , now i t  
i s  a pop�l ar and much de s i re d co urse . The cours e s  offere d  
through the ye ars have be en p ic ke d  from the S t a te Depar tment 
re quirements t or gradua t ion and c ollege ent ran ce requiremen t s . 
Parro t t s vi lle High School 
In 1925 , C ocke County bought property f rom . Mi s s  Al ice 
. 
' 
Palme r ,  or Parro t t s vi lle , and bui lt a s choo l bui ld ing . This 
ne w s chool ma rked the c l o s e  or Parrot ts ville Semina ry and the 
be ginning of a c ounty s chool . The ne w build ing burned that 
ye ar , and the s cho ol w as fini s he d  in t�e old Seminary Bui �d i ng . 
The ne xt ye ar, 1926 , an ot he r  bui�ding ,  a b ri ck bu ild ing , con­
t a ining e ight ro oms , w a s  c ons t ruc ted for the cos t or $16 , 000 • . 
Thi s s chool b uilding now house s t he Parrot ts v i l le Grammar 
School . High S chool c las s e s  w e re t hen taught in the s ame 
' 
bui ld ing al ong w i th t he g rammar grade s .  
. . 
In 19 37 ,  · a home e c onomi c s  c ot t age w as added , and in 
1948 a n  Agri cult ur e  building w a s e re c te d , this ne w build ing 
.�nc lud e d  a c anne ry and workship . The Agri cu l ture bui ld ing 
c o st $23 , 602 ;  the c i ��zens or the community . paid. $3, 000 on t he 
. 
·' 
c o s t .  In 19$0 , a ·lunch r oom and s ix extra clas s ro oms w e re 
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added to the Grammar School Building . This addit ion cos t 
$�0, 000 , and the lunch r oom accommodate s both the grwnmar and 
high scho ol student s . 
The curriculum of the hi gh s chool follow s the general 
. 
' 
plan of the o the r  high s chools of the count7 . The tab le 
below show s the subj e cts offered . 
TABLE V 
CURRICULUM OF PARROTTSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL 
Ninth Grade Tenth Grade 
Engli sh I Engl ish II 
Arithmet ic Algebra I 
Home Ec . I Home Ec . II 
AgricultUre I Agri culture 
Civi c s  . Geography 
Ge ne ral Biology 
Science 
Eleventh Gr. 
Engl i sh III 
Bible 
Ec onomic s  
II  Agricultureiii 
Chemis try 
: Typing 
Twe lfth Grade 
I 
Engl i sh IV 
Bible 
Economi cs  
Agricu lture IV 
Chemis try 
Typing 
Shorthand 
Ame ri can His tor 
The curriculum of Parrot tsv ille High S chool has 
remaine d  very much the s ame a s  in the days of the old Seminarr. 
The Seminary had ninety pupi+s in 19 06 ( se e  pa ge 82 ) and 
. 
' 
Parrottsville High h ad 182 in 1950 . Thi s acc ounts for the 
little c hange in the course of s tudy . The number of t e achers 
cha:J;tge d from s ix in 19 o6 to e i ght in 1950.  The p opulat ion 
of Parrott sville has ch anged from 500 in 1906 to 119 in 
19SO { see page 38 ) ,  however the surrouridihg community which 
' 
, 
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vote s at Parrottsville brings the number up to 533 . 1
8 
The community , which is rural itself,  ple dged money 
to help build· the Agric ulture . building in 19�7 , pledges paid 
by the citi zens of Parrottsvi lle c ommunity amounted  t o  $3 , 000; 
the building cost  $23 ,602 . The . boys study vocational 
agriculture , and this is in answer to the demands o f  the 
community . Some or  the g radu ate s obt ain employment at . Enk� 
Corporation , Lowland,  Tenne ssee ; some ge t jobs  in offi ce s in 
Newport  and Greenevi lle , Tenne ss ee . This has brought a de sire 
for busine ss educati on, which was added in 1948 . The people 
or the communi ty had pai d  for fifteen typewriters t o  b e  given 
to the s chool , so typing c ould be added to the curriculum. 
After Wor ld War II all s chools in Tenne s ,see were re -
quired to add Heal th as a sub je ct in the ,schools . In 19�7 , 
this subj ect  was added . 
Cos by High School 
In 1936 , the Bapt ist  Home Mi ssion Board s old Cosby 
Academy to  the Cocke County Board of Education, as already 
stated . In 1941 , the County Bo ard of Educati on built a 
gymnas ium for the school . The patrons then raised  money to 
.purchase typewrit�rs s o  typing could be added to the curriculum.  
18Jack Shephe rd , " Parrottsville is Cocke County ' s  
Large st  Rural Voting Pre cinct , "  Plain Talk .and Tribune , 
JulJ 19.$2 . .. 
. .� . 
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During the ye ar 19�7 , t he t e a che rs and pa t ro ns of the s cho o l  
rais ed $1 , 8�0 which was added to an amount pledged by the · 
C oun ty Cour t  t o  bu ild an Agri cult ure Bui ld ing , w h i c h  c ost 
$22 , 340 . 
In 1950 , the County C ourt appropria ted $200 , 000 t o  
build t he p re se nt Cosby High School . This b u i ld ing hous e s  
C o sby Schoo l ,  grade s one thro ugh twe lve . C omp l et e d  i n  1951 , 
the b u i l ding is mod e rn ,  s t ruc tural ly s afe , and wel l-e quipped . 
Co sby School offe rs a curriculum b as e d  on the fundamenta l s  
and e nri che d by such c ourse s a s  c omme rcial wo rk , vo c a t i onal 
agric ul ture , c i ti ze nship , drama t i c s , he alth course s ,  a thle t ic s , 
and home e conomi c s . A s cho ol cafe t e ria and good s ani tary 
fa c i l it ie s c ont ri but e t o  the wel fare o f  the s chool . The 
curr i culum f ol low s the same pl an as the tw o o the r s chool s 
te aching hi gh  s chool w ork in the county . Agric ulture and 
bus ine s s  e ducat ion have b e en adde d  by community d emand ·s ;  othe r  
cour s e s  fol low t he State re quire me nts fo r graduat ion a nd 
colle ge e nt ran ce re quirement s .  
Edw ina High School 
Be ginning in the ye a r  1891 , and f or :the f ol low i ng four 
ye ars , Profe s s or R .  P. Dr is kill t aught high s chool sub je c ts 
and te ache r tra ining a t  the Edwi na school . Mr . Dri sk i ll had 
been t ra ine d at Parrot t s vi l le Academy unde r  the 'gre at Ge orge 
R .  S tuart ( s e e  page 71 ) .  He late r fini she d colle ge a t  
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Emory and Henry, in Vi rginia . 
In 19 00 , the re was a two ye�r high s chool c ourse out­
l ined for Edwina School . This was one of the three county 
high s chools , the o thers being Newport Academy and Parro t t a •  
ville Seminary. This three -te ache r s chool ke pt an average 
enrollment of 250 pupils ; in 1921 , the enrqllment was 300 .  
Dormito�ies  which housed the pup ils who ·needed t o  s tay on the 
grounds w ere loc ated nea rby , but they burne d  in 1921 al ong 
with the s choolhouse � After this fire , high s chool pup ils 
we re trans ferred t o  the Newport High School by means of 
county buse s . Whe n the build ing w as rebui lt , it w as an 
e lementary s chool only. 
Harmony Grove , Bybe e ,  and Hartford Schools 
The attendance re cord s in the Superintendent ' s  offi ce 
show th� t from the years 192�-1928 the tea chers in the 
Harmony Grove , Bybee , and Hartford S chools t aught high s chool · 
sub je c t s . There were f rom f our to  twenty-thre e pupils taking 
. . 
high s chool work ;  s ince the se few could no t get t o  the c ounty 
bus line , the wo rk of the pupils  in the se s chools was  
accepted b7 the State Depart me nt ot Educati on .  The sub je cts 
taught were : algebra , Latin, Greek,  highe r  Engli sh, and 
his tory . 
Summary 
The educat ional progress  that Tennes·see ma de before 
the Civil War seems s light when c omp ared to pre s ent  day 
standards . Cocke County , like the rest  of Tenne s see , had 
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an ingrained pre judi ce agains t public schools , and it was 
difficult to  ge t t axe s for s chool s out of  a money-le s s  pop­
ulation.  Private s chools  had always been pre ferred to the 
puny public  s chools . Imme diate'ly after the War, the s chools 
repre sented the traditi on of ante -bellum days . The schools 
imparted the fine st clas sical le arning that the t ime s  afforded .  
The staple d ie t  was Greek , Lat in, and mathemat ic s ,  wi th s ome 
concessions to English and history .  
In 1893 , the legis l ature prov ided for tax supported 
se condary s chools , and in 1899 county courts we re empowered 
to s e t  up c ounty high s chools . Wi th the expans ion or the 
school system , the power or the county court over the l oc al 
schools incre a sed . The magistrate' s approve county s chool 
budget s ,  audit s chool expend iture s ,  and re ce ive quarterly 
reports from the County Bo ard of Education .  Private 
academie s and schools began to di s appear, or t o di sc ontinue , 
s ince the s ta te and · C ountie s through taxati on be came re spon­
sible for the maintenance of the s chools . 
In 1911 , the Legislature pas sed a compulsory school 
law ,  requiring that all Children between the age s  of e ight 
and fourteen attend s chool at  least tour months or the year . 
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Thi s l aw largely i nc re a s e d  t he at tendanc e i n  the s cho o l s . 
The l aw has be en ame nd e d  s i nc e  the or iginal wri t ing , and now 
' children mus t  at tend unt i l  the ir s e ve nteenth b ir thday, for a 
per iod of n ine months of the ye ar .  
One que s t ion confronting · the h�h s chool s in Co cke 
C ounty i s  whe t he r  the ma in purp os e is t o  p re p are graduate s 
for colle ge or for ente ri ng immed i ate ly i rit o  life in the 
c ommuni ty . If , the fo rme r ,  the c urri culum mu st cont a i n  the 
re qui re d  c o lle ge entranc e s ub j ec ts , f or e xample , fore ign 
l anguage s .  If the lat te r ,  they may wi sh t o  offe r s horthand , 
b ookke ep ing ,  s hopwork , and o the r ut i l i t arian cours e s . If 
they a re to offe r b o th, a s  they s hould , they nee d amp le and 
e xpe ns ive e quipme nt .  The se ve ry small high s cho ol s do not 
s e em ab le to do both , and in fac t , they a re no t ge tt ing away 
from the old C la s s ic al S chool enough t o  f it the ne eds o f  the 
c ommunity . The curri culum has b e e n  planne d by the Stat e 
Dep artme n t ,  b ut in 1951 , the S tate Dep artment of Educa t i on 
urge d t he l oc al s choo ls to make a curri culum s t�dy s o  that 
c urri culum p la nning may b e gin a t  the l ocal le ve l .  A s te p 
forw ard ha s bee n  ma d e  t ow a rd  the ch ange i n  p lanning . C ocke 
County . High , Parrott svi lle High , and Cosby. Scho ol s e em t o  be 
making prog r� s s  a s  fast a s  mone y and e quipment pe rmit . · 
� . 
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CHAP!'ER IV 
CONCLUSIONS AND GENERALIZATIONS 
Stat ement of Conclus ion 
The main purpose or this s tudy has been to t race the 
grow th, ' change , and developmental his tory or the secondary 
scho ols of Cocke County , Tenne s see . The curriculum of the 
schools has been s tudied  and hypothe se s· forma Ci as to the 
pr obable re asons f or change , or la ck or change of the 
curr iculum. The se hypothe se s have been kept in  mind when 
examining data that were avai lab le in the form of s tudie s ,  
annuals ,  documents , re cord s ,  and scrap b o oks kept by the 
pe ople inte re st ed in the second ary s choo ls of Coc ke County,  
Tennessee . 
The change of p opulat ion is  a maj or fac tor c aus ing 
revi sion of curriculum. Thi s hypothe s i s is  pr ove d by the 
data found in cens us and school att endance rep or�s , then· com­
paring the se re cords to the curri cu lum of the s chools . As 
populat ion ·incre ased;  the schools be came large r ,  more te acher,s 
were employe d ,  and new sub je cts were added to the c urriculum. 
In 1930, . Newp�rt had 2 , 989 pe ople , C ocke County enrolled 375 · ,  
pupils and had e le ven te achers ( see Table IV , page 82 ) . · That 
year s ?me mathemat ic � course s  were added,  and new history 
course s were introduced . In 1940 t he re were 3 ,575 people 
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listed on the census report , 435 pupils and fourte en te achers . 
The only add itions made w ere the new teachers . In 1950 there 
were 7 , 723 pe ople in Newp ort ( see page 38 ) ,  527 in Cocke 
County High School and nine teen te achers . Six new s ub je cts 
had been added during the se ye ars :  v oc at io�al agri cu lture , 
. typing , bookke ep ing , s horthand , acc ount ing , spe ech arts . 
�n 1930 , the re were s eventy-five pupils in Cosby 
Academy,  four t e ache rs and a limit ed curriculum . In 1940, 
there were 122 pupils enrolled in the Co sby High School ;  in 
1950 ,  there we�e 173 pupils , eight tea cher s ,  and three new 
sub je cts  added,  whi ch w e re vocational agri culture , typing , a nd 
spee ch arts .  ( See Table IV ) .  
In 1930 , there we re forty-one in the Parrot tsvi lle High 
School and only two high s chool te achers .  By 1940 , there 
were 121 pupils , and the re w ere five t e ache rs . Tw o  sub je cts , 
ge ography a nd Bib le , had been adde d .  In 1950 , the re w e re 
182 enrolled , e i ght te achers , and the re was an addi tion of 
voc a ti onal agri culture , typing , s hor th�nd , bookke ep ing, and 
bus ine s s ma the mat i cs .  Thus a gradual change has been made in 
the se  high s chools be cause more pupils and more te achers 
pe rmit an expanded curric ulum. 
The e c onomic s t at us of the c ommuni ty influe nce s change 
in the curricu lum. Mos t of the parents o r  the children in the 
thre e high s chools or Cocke County live in rural communiti e ,s  
( see page s  39 and 40 } .  So� of the pa re-nt s work a t  the Enka 
Corporati on, Lowland , Tenne s see ; Unaka Tanne ry, Newp ort , 
Tenne ss e e ;  S t oke ly Bro thers , Newp ort , Tenne s s e e  ( see page s 
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44 and 48 ) .  A s tudy of  the s e  corporat ions made in Chapt e r  
I I  s how s  that the i r  d e ve lopme nt i nf l uenc e s the few change s 
made in t he c urri culum or the high s chools . The ir pa yroll , 
the ir demands , and the i r  var ie ty make pe ople want different 
things : The demand s of the s e ind us tri e s  have not been met as 
comp le te ly as  t hey s hould have been me t  by the s chools . The 
ne e d  for offi ce help and the ne e d  for more farme rs t o  pr oduc e  
ve ge t ables  for c anning has bee n cons idered . How e ver , the 
othe r type s  o r  j ob s  offered by the se indus trie s have been 
c ompletely negle cted . 
The demands of the community help curriculum pJ. 
to  build the c urri culum . In 1940 , t he pe ople of Newport 
donated $4, 000 t o  County Court to help bu ild a much de s ire d 
Agri culture buil ding ( see  p age 82) , o� cour se the County 
Court had t o  app ropria t e  funds to c omple te the nee de d  $25 , 000, 
but t hi s  sh ow s tha t  they had a des ire for v ocational 
agri cu lture . The pe ople of the town of Newp or t  bought type­
writers for the s ch ool so typewri ti ng and other c omme rc i al 
sub je c ts c ould be a dded to  the curricu lum . The pe op le of the 
c ommunity o f  Cosby r ai se d  $1 , 840 to p ay on thei r ne w  building 
fo r voc at ional agri culture Wh i ch w as t o  c os t  $22, �0. In the 
s ame ye ar v oc at iona l agri c ulture w a s  added to the c urri culum . 
They also · bought type w r i ters in order to h ave c ommerc ial 
s ub je c ts taught . In 1947 , t he people of Parrott s ville rai se d  
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$3 � 000 for County Court t o  apply t o  the ir Agri culture building 
whi ch was  to c o s t  $23 , 602 . This school the n c ould add four 
years o f  vo c at ional agri culture t o  the curriculum.  In 1948 , 
the s chool rai s e d  money to b uy fifteen typewriters ; t hat  
ye ar type wri ti ng , shorthand , and bookkeep ing were adde d . The 
communitie s  w anted the se sub je c ts enough t o  make t he ir 
cont ribution t o  the co unty ,  s tat e ,  and federal funds use d  to 
build t�e ne eded pa rt s  or  the s chools . 
The pr ob able future employme nt of the graduate s he lps 
de te rmine the c urri culum . As shown on page s 83 and 86 many 
or the graduate s o f  the co unty high s cho ol s wo rk in offi ce s , 
thus the demand fo r bus ine s s educat ion. On page s 39 and 40 , 
we find that the c ounty is al mos t comple tely rural . This 
acc ounts for the gre at de s ire for voc a t ional agri cultu re . Few 
stud ent s  go e ls ewhere t o  work ; the se  ne eds are t he ir gre ate st  
one s . The e xtra curricular p�og·ram and out or  s chool 
inte re sts  affe cts the curriculum . Spee c� Art s w as int roduced 
to Cocke County High School in 1939 ;  this cl as s w as an out­
grow th o r  the play s and dramatic c lub s  in the s chool .  As 
can be s een from the background o f  these  schoo l s , a s trong 
re l igi ous fe eling was b ack of e ach of the se e arly s chool s .  A 
de finite influe nce of Pre sbyterianism is shown in the founding 
of Co cke County High School ( see p age 62 ) ,  of Me thodi sm in· 
the f ounding or Parrott sville ' High School ( see p age 71 ) ,  and 
of Bapt is t inf lue nce in Co sby High School ( see pa ge 74 } ;  i t  is  
no t d i ffi cu l t  t o  s e e demand s o f  the are a for Bib le t o  be 
t aught in the s e  thre e high s cho ols . 
The re qp ir e me nt s  for co llege entrance he lp de te rm ine 
the curric ulum . C atalog s of t he · s cho ols s how tha t the 
de fi nit e p l an for the c u rric ulum ha s been t o  pr epa re the 
gra dua te s f or c oll e ge ( Se e  T ab l e s  I I , II I ,  V )  • 
• The l o cat i on ,  � ype , a rr ange me n t , and f ac il i ti e s of the 
b u i lding h� lp control the c urr i cu lum . Voc ati o nal agr icu lture 
and s hop work we re ad de d ar't e r  e qu ipme nt w a s  pr ovi ded ( se e  
page s 82 , 84, and 86 ) .  The e quipment w a s  prov i d e d  a f t e r  the 
pe ople fe l t  a de fini te nee d ;  of cour s e  t he se tw o hyp o the s e s  
go hand i n  hand . Typing was add e d  aft e r  type w r it e rs w e re 
pr ov id e d  by t he pe op le . The Smith -Hughe s Law , adopt e d 19 17 , 
gave Fe de ra l Aid t o  voc a t i onal e du c a t i on in ma ny s ub j e ct s , 
incl uding home e c onomi c s . This exte nd e d home e c onomi c s  work 
. in C o cke C ounty . 
Limi t at i ons 
The l imi ta t ion or t hi s  his t or i ca l  s tudy a s  a b a s i s  for 
prob lem s olv ing can be s e en through s e veral thing s .  Much 
mate r i al h ad to b e  gathe re d f rom do cume nt s and v e ry l it t le 
co uld be gai ne d  from pe op le who a c tu al ly kne w the de t a i ls . 
Many ne e de d fac ts could not b e  f ound be caus e of re cord s be ing 
lost or burne d .  Very little re se arch ha s bee n do ne pre v ious 
to thi s s tudy on C oc ke C ounty his t ory . The s e fac t s  a r e c on-
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t a ined i n  t hi s  s tudy , and a l l  a dd i t i onal mat e ri al t he w r i te r  
c oul d g a in f rom any s our ce .  The ma te ri a l  has b e en c hie fly 
from p rima r.r s ourc e s ,  thus the di ffic ul ty in ge tt ing e nough 
le ad s and ti me to prov ide suffi ci en t d a t a  on all t opi c s .  The 
c onc lus ions are ba s e d  on the w rit e r ' s re se arch , and many 
int er e s t ing thing s are left fo r o the� s t ud ent s o f  Co cke 
C o unty hi s t ory t o  prove . 
Impl i cat i ons 
The c � rry ing on of e duc a ti ona l re se ar ch thro ugh s t udy 
and e xpe riment i s  d e s irab le .and ne ce s s ary for pr ofe s s i onal 
grow th . Re s e a rch whi ch re s ult s in a d i s c ipline d  s tudy of 
e du c a t i ona l p rob lems , such a s  this study of the b a ck ground 
and d e ve l opme nt of the se s e c ond ary s c ho o l s  of C o cke County , 
Tenne s s e e , f orms a t oo l  to b e  employe d in a demo crat ic and 
c o oper at ive e ffo rt t o  impr ove the ins truct ional s it ua ti on . 
The out c ome t o  b e  so ught from t hi s  s t udy i s  t he impro ve me nt , 
�f the e du c at iona l expe ri ence s o f  the ch i ldre n  i n  the s cho ols . 
A curric u lum s tudy , s uch a s  t hi s  one , i s  inte nd e d  t o  be a 
part of the c ont inuous p rogram of �mpro ve me nt o f  t he t hr e e  
c o�nty h igh s cho ols . 
Curric ulum· bu i l ding mus t b e  a � oope ra ti ve s tu dy and 
c oope r at ive in the a. ctiv ity of dev e l op ing . The re mu s t  be 
a ims and ob j e c t i ve s ,  the s e le c t i on and arrang eme nt of a c t iv i t i e s ,  
pr o ce dure s t o  accompl ish the ob j e c t i v e s , and a pprai s al o f  out -
c ome s and t e chnique s .  A t  e a ch s t age or t he d e ve lopme nt c� 
the s choo l s  there mus t  b e  s t ud i e s ma d e  w hic h w i ll le ad t o  
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the b e t t e ring of ins t ru cti on and improv eme n t  or t he e duca t i ona l 
experie nc e s  a fforde d in t he s cho o l s . The write r hop e s  t o  
ha ve ma de a s tudy whi ch w i ll b e  o f  v alue t o  othe rs who w i ll 
b e  w orking on c urri cu lum de ve lopment o f  the C o cke C ounty 
S cho ols·. Cocke C ounty ha s ha d only one curri c ulwn study , in 
1951 , whi ch serve d t o  a c qua i nt t he te a che r s  wi th the pre s e nt 
curr i cu lum . Plana a re b e i ng ma de in 1952 fo r a s t udy that 
w i l l  be county w id e  and w i ll l e t t e a che rs and laymen d e ci de 
wha t the y want the ir child re n  t o  s t udy . 
I t  i s  hope d t hat this s tudy c an be us e d  in a 
cu rric ulum bui ldi ng pro gram whi ch wi ll a tt emp t  t o  ke ep the 
e duc a ti onal prog ram fi t te d  t o . the needs of the t ime s .  
Curri cul um de ve l opme nt· i s  a t a s k  to be c arr ie d  ou t by inte re s t ­
e d  p e op le w ho find the ne e d s  o f  t he i nd iv idua ls t o  b e  s erve d 
and the ne e d s  of the co mmunity and so c i e ty a s  a whole . Thi s 
s tud.Y ha s b e en d ire c t e d  t ow ard t he d e ve l opment of act ivit i e s 
whi ch re s u l t  i n  de s ire d le arn ing e xper i e nc e s  f o r the p e ople 
of Cocke C ounty . I t  s hould pr ove a he lp in i de nt i fi c a t i on 
of pa s t  ob je c t i ve s  of the e du c a t i ona l program a nd s how ne e d s  
or the i nd i vidua l s who are a pa rt o f  the now exis ti ng so c ie ty 
of Cocke County . To show the se t hing s , this study has b e e n  
d i re c t e d  t ow a rd the b a ckground o f  the e ducat i on of C ocke C o unty 
to show how t he c urr i culum has not ye t me t the g row i ng ne e d s  o f  
the co mmunity. Thi s s tudy should prove a he lp 1� s e l e c ti ng 
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activi tie s in t e rms of ob je cti ve s of  t he e duc a t ional pro gram 
by giving a p i c ture of the p e ople , t he ir e c onomic , r e ligi o us , 
and so c i al b ackgro und . 
It i s  hop e d  t ha t  more s tudie s  on the c urri culum may 
be ma de which wi ll he lp to imp rove the e duc at ional sys tem in 
Cocke County , Tenne s s ee ·. Action,  of cours e ,  mus t be i n  
accordance w ith the bo ard of e duca tion whos e limit ing fa c tor 
is t he s t ate  l aw ;  within this limitat i on the board may 
e s tabl ish ne w c ou rs e s ,  a uthor ize the modific at ion o f  old one s , 
pe nn it spe ci al ins truct ions ,· s u ch as  s afe dri v ing c l a s se s , and 
app rove or di sapp ro ve c urri cular s tudy and experiment a tio� b y  
the pro fe s s i onal s t aff .  In 1951 , the S t a te o f  Tenne s s e e  
urged the l oc al s c hool unit s  t o  make curri culum s t ud ie s  and a 
c ounty w ide s t udy w as ma de o f  the pre s e nt c urT i culum .  
The cont ributi ons of th is st udy may be app l ie d  to the 
e duc at ion of Coc ke Co unty in s e veral w ays . Fi rs t ,  a knowle dge 
of the his t ory of the se thre e high scho ols is an imp ortant 
fa c t or in the pro fe s s ional t ra ining of e ach te a che r .  Much 
s cho ol w ork i s  t r adi t ional . The his t ory o f  t he s e  s chools 
should prove a s olve nt of e duca ti.onal pre j udici e s . Se cond , 
this s tudy should show the worke r  i n  t he fie ld of educ at i on 
exi s t ing ne eds , fads , and f ril l s  and s e rve as · a p rel iminary 
t o  e duc ati o na l  reform . Third, only i n  t he light of the ir 
or igin a nd growth can the nume rous educat ional pr oble ms be 
vie we d  sympathe t i c ally and w i thout bia s .  Four th , this s tudy 
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s how s t he e duc a t i ona l i d e a l s of C o cke C ount y an d the 
s t and a rd s  of o the r t i me s ,  t hus enabl ing t he l e a de r s  to a vo id 
the mis t ake s of t he pa s t . Fifth, the wri ter ha s a ttempte d 
to s how gre at re s pe c t fo r s ound s ch o l arsh ip a nd g re a t  
te ache rs am ong a g re a t  pe op le . 
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